Introduction
This Year 9 Options Booklet has been produced to provide information about a choice of
courses which our present Year 9 pupils will begin in September 2018. The pupils will
pursue these courses throughout the two year period of Key Stage 4. The courses will be
studied, mainly, to GCSE level (L2). As preparation for the course choices, which will be
made by Year 9 pupils and parents, we are presently engaged in a guidance programme of
which this booklet is a major component.
The Key Stage 4 Curriculum, offered to our pupils, divides into two distinct sections: the
Core Curriculum and the Options Curriculum. The Core Curriculum contains compulsory
subjects which every pupil must study. The Options Curriculum offers pupils the
opportunity to choose three additional subjects. The subjects from which this choice is
made are grouped into three blocks. One subject only may be studied within each option
block. The Options represent a number of learning pathways, embracing academic as well
as more vocational courses.
It is possible that undersubscribed courses will not run. This is why it is important to
include a back-up choice that your child is willing to study. As with last year, we will continue
to use the Careers’ Wales On-line Options System, to which pupils will be introduced in
school time during February. This helps to make opting for and refining choices easier and
quicker.
Subjects should be chosen on the basis of interest, aptitude and appropriate combination,
to ensure that the doors of future career routes are not closed. Pupils and parents are
invited to seek the guidance and advice of school staff if at all uncertain about the best
choices and combinations. Key staff to contact include:




Miss D. Jones, Assistant Head
Mrs P Sheridan, Learning Manager Year 9
Mrs E Ellis, Learning Mentor Year 9

Contents
Timetable for Choices ............................................................................ page 3
External Examinations ............................................................................ page 4
The Core Curriculum:.............................................................................. page 5
National Skills Challenge…………………………………………………..................... page 6
English .................................................................................................... page 7-8
Mathematics .......................................................................................... page 9-10
Physical Education .................................................................................. page 11
Religious Studies………………………………………………………………………………….page 12
Science ................................................................................................... page 13
Welsh ...................................................................................................... page 14-15
The Option Curriculum: ...................................................................... page 16
Applied GCSE in Business ........................................................................ page 17
Creative & Performing Arts: Drama .................................................... page 18
Music ................................................... page 19
Design & Technology:
Child Development ............................... page 20
Art & Design ......................................... page 21- 22
Food and Nutrition ............................... page 23
Product Design ..................................... page 24
ICT……………………………………………............................................................. page 25
French ..................................................................................................... page 26 - 27
German ................................................................................................... page 28 - 29
Geography .............................................................................................. page 30 - 31
History .................................................................................................... page 32
Computer Science ................................................................................... page 33
Physical Education L ½ Certificate........................................................... page 34
Public Services ......................................................................................... page 35
Triple Science………………………………………………………………………………………page36
Vocational AQA PSHE…………………………………………………………………………..page37

2

Timetable for Choices
Year 9 pupils will be issued with the Option Booklet and it will be available online by:
January 2018

The on-line selection of Options will begin:

February 2018

February 1st 2018
Year 9 Parents’ Evening:
At this meeting you will be able to discuss your son/daughter’s progress with individual
subject teachers. Presentations, explaining the Key Stage 4 curriculum and Options System
will be given twice during the evening, at 5pm and 6pm in Studio 1. Timings will be detailed
in the letter that is sent to parents nearer the time.

Parents will receive confirmation of the course of study planned for their child. If alterations
to the original choices are considered appropriate, e.g. the course is over-subscribed,
parents will be consulted prior to any changes.
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External Examinations
Most courses of study in Years 10 and 11 are GCSE examination courses.


The GCSE examination is a single system of examination, with a single scale of grades



GCSE examinations are designed to test memory, orderly presentation of facts,
understanding, practical skills and the ability to apply knowledge



In most subjects a proportion of the total assessment mark will be allocated to
coursework (i.e. work completed throughout the two year period of study)



All GCSE courses have to follow nationally agreed criteria (the national guidelines),
which cover objectives, content and assessment



Grades awarded to candidates who are successful in the GCSE examination are on
an 8 point scale, from A* - G

A*
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
U

A*-C grade required for progression to advanced study
(Level 2)

(Level 1)

Ungraded, no certificate

CAT’s were a new addition to many GCSE courses for 2011. They are Controlled
Assessment Tasks, and are closely supervised pieces of work that are prepared for in class
and through homework, with a defined period of time to complete a response to a set
question/title in class. A CAT Calendar will be produced and shared in the summer term,
giving details of when these “Tests” are to be taken in particular subjects,
The Welsh Baccalaureate is the equivalent of one GCSE qualification.
BTEC Courses are more vocational in focus and presently are assessed continuously
through the two year period, with one terminal examination.
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The Core Curriculum
All pupils will work to achieve the Welsh Baccalaureate (Level 2) and will continue to study
the following courses:

English Language

English Literature

Mathematics

Mathematics Numeracy

Physical Education

Religious Studies

Science

Welsh

National Skills Challenge Certificate
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National Skills Challenge
WJEC National
The National Skills Challenge certificate is designed to enable pupils to develop the
essential and employability skills to the appropriate level. Learning time will consist of
taught content, supervised practical work outside the classroom and supervised study
time. At Key Stage 4 pupils undertake Individual Project topics and Challenge Briefs.
The seven essential skills that the pupils will be studying are as follows:








Literacy
Numeracy
Digital Literacy
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
Planning and Organisation
Creativity and Innovation
Personal Effectiveness

Skills Challenge
Certificate
Components

Individual
Project
Enterprise and
Employability
Challenge
Global
Citizenship
Challenge
Community
Challenge

Weighting

50%
20%

15%
15%

Assessed Skills
Planning and organisation
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
Digital Literacy
Creative and Innovation
Personal Effectiveness
Digital Literacy
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
Creativity and Problem Solving

Planning and Organisation
Personal Effectiveness

Internal
External
Assessment Assessment
















The National Skills Challenge will:






Enable pupils to consolidate and formalise learning of skills.
Provide a theoretical underpinning of knowledge and techniques.
Encourage reflection, analysis and articulation of the pupil’s own proficiency.
Engage pupils in exploring, developing, practising and applying their skills.
Increase confidence and effectiveness in the use and application of the skills in a
range of ‘real life’ contexts.

To achieve the National Welsh Baccalaureate pupils must achieve the National Skills
Challenge certificate together with the following supporting qualifications.




GCSE English Language or GCSE Welsh Language at grade A*- C
GCSE Mathematics or Numeracy at grade A*- C
A minimum of three further GCSEs at grade A*-C, of which two must be an equivalent
qualification

More information can be obtained from Ms Walduck.
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English – Key Stage 4
GCSE English Language (WJEC)
All students in Years 10 and 11 will study English Language GCSE. The qualification is untiered for entry and awards grades A* to G.
Summary of Assessment
Unit 1
Task 1 (10%) – Individual Researched Presentation (40 marks)
One individual, researched presentation, which may include responses to questions and
feedback, based on WJEC set themes.
Task 2 (10%) – Responding and Interacting (40 marks)
One group discussion to written and/or visual stimuli provided by WJEC to initiate the
discussion.
Unit 2
Section A (20%) – Reading (40 marks)
Understanding of at least one description, one narration and one exposition text,
including continuous and non-continuous texts, assessed through a range of structured
questions. This section will also include an editing task focusing on understanding short
texts at word, sentence and text level (2.5% of qualification total).
Section B (20%) – Writing (40 marks)
One writing task to be selected from a choice of two that could be either description,
narration or exposition. This section will also include one proofreading task focusing on
writing accurately (2.5% of qualification total).
Unit 3
Section A (20%) – Reading (40 marks)
Understanding of at least one argumentation, one persuasion and one instructional text,
including continuous and non-continuous texts, assessed through a range of structured
questions.
Section B (20%) – Writing (40 marks)
One compulsory argumentation writing task and one compulsory persuasion writing task.
Half of the marks for this section will be awarded for communication and organisation
(meaning, purpose, readers and structure) and the other half for writing accurately
(language, grammar, punctuation and spelling).
The qualification is linear meaning that all elements need to be sat at the time of cashingin.
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GCSE English Literature (WJEC)
All students in Years 10 and 11 will study English Literature GCSE. The qualification is
tiered for entry: Foundation awards grades G-C and Higher awards grades D-A*.
Summary of Assessment
Unit 1 – External Assessment 2 hours (35%)
Prose (different cultures) and poetry (contemporary).
Section A 21% (INDIVIDUAL TEXTS IN CONTEXT) Different Cultures Prose.
Section B 14% (COMPARATIVE STUDY) Contemporary: Unseen poetry comparison, the
preparation for which will include the study of contemporary poems.
Unit 2 – External Assessment 2 hours (40%)
English/Welsh/Irish Literary Heritage Drama (20%)
Contemporary Prose (20%)
Unit 3 – Non-examination Assessment (25%)
A play by Shakespeare chosen by the centre. WJEC will set a generic task on a specific
theme which centres may use or modify. Stipulated poetry from the Library of Wales
anthology Poetry 1900-2000: One Hundred Poets from Wales. Candidates study fifteen
specified poems listed for the chosen theme. WJEC will set generic tasks on the theme.
This is a unitised qualification which allows for an element of staged assessment across
both years.

General Notes
Both qualifications endeavour to improve and develop the skills of Reading, Writing and
Speaking and Listening. Not only are these skills essential in English, but they are essential
in many careers and can underpin successful study at all levels.
The qualifications require learners to become critical readers of a range of texts, including
non-continuous texts and whole texts. The Literature course also aims to allow learners to
relate texts to social and historical contexts.
Learners are also required to write accurately and fluently, taking care with spelling,
punctuation and grammar and presentation.
The Speaking and Listening element of the Language GCSE, amongst other skills, allows
learners to present information and ideas; respond appropriately to the questions and the
views of others and make a range of effective contributions in both individual and group
situations.
More information can be obtained from Mrs L. Hastings
lh@brynelian.conwy.sch.uk
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Mathematics Courses at Key Stage 4
As a core subject of the National Curriculum, all pupils are required to study Mathematics
in Key Stage 4.
All pupils will study for the W.J.E.C double GCSE course – Mathematics and Numeracy.
This course follows the content of the National Curriculum, and is designed to enable the
student to:
• develop their mathematical knowledge and understanding of mathematical principles
• read mathematics and write and talk clearly about the subject in a variety of different
ways
• develop a feel for number, carry out calculations and understand the significance of the
results obtained
• apply mathematics in everyday situations and appreciate the part mathematics plays in
the world around them
• apply mathematics in other subjects
• solve problems, present solutions clearly and interpret their results
• develop an ability to think mathematically - precisely, logically and creatively and to
classify, generalise and prove
• acquire a foundation appropriate to their further study of mathematics and of other
disciplines

Assessment
From the 2017 examinations there are will be two GCSEs – Mathematics and Numeracy.
Each of these consists of three tiers of entry assessed by two written papers – one calculator
and one non-calculator. The higher tier is designed for candidates likely to achieve grades
A*- C. The intermediate tier covers grades B – E and Foundation tier covers grades D - G.
For all papers it is assumed that candidates should have a scientific calculator, ruler,
compasses and a protractor.
All pupils are expected to equip themselves with these basic items for the whole of the twoyear course.

Additional Information
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Mathematics is seen as a key skill in modern life. Many jobs stipulate a particular grade in
Mathematics as a necessary qualification. For example, an apprentice car mechanic may
need a GCSE pass while a career in nursing requires a GCSE grade B or better. For further
study, many subjects stipulate GCSE grade C or B in Mathematics (for example Economics),
and if Mathematics A level is aspired to, then students should understand that they must
attain at least grade B, which will be from the Higher level of entry.

Additional Mathematics
For some pupils studying the Higher tier GCSE a qualification in Additional Maths is also
available. This course challenges the most able pupils and provides an excellent
introduction to Advanced-Level Mathematics.

Any further information about these courses can be obtained from Mr R. Render or Dr.
Rees. Information about your own likely level of achievement should be sought from
your present Mathematics teacher.
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Physical Education: Core / WBQ
During Core Physical education lessons learners will access the Community
Challenge aspect of the Welsh Baccalaureate course. They will look at their
skills and qualities that will help them to develop and participate in
opportunities that will benefit the local community.

For more details please see Miss D Jones or Mr R Hooper
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Religious Studies GCSE
As part of KS4, all pupils will study Religious Studies for GCSE. Pupils will be encouraged to
develop their self – confidence, to take responsibilities, to take part in discussions and
also to make the most of their abilities.
Pupils will also be encouraged to recognise the different cultures and beliefs that exist in
the United Kingdom today.
Pupils will be studying
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Human Rights
Prejudice and Discrimination
Sanctity of Life
Medical Ethics
The importance of Family Life
Marriage and Divorce
Beliefs about the Afterlife
Religion and State
Living in a Multicultural Society
Relationships
Global Issues
The Environment
Animal Rights
Identity
Religion and Conflict

At the end of Year 11, pupils will be entered for the WJEC Full Course RS GCSE
examination.

More information can be obtained from Mr. Dennis.

12

Science at Key Stage 4
Aims




To acquire scientific knowledge and understanding of how Science works.
To understand and apply Scientific ideas and evaluate their impact on society.
To develop experimental and investigative skills.

All pupils in Key Stage 4 will study WJEC Double Science GCSE.
Some pupils may take Triple Science as an option and will complete separate GCSEs in
Physics, Chemistry and Biology.
The skills required for GCSE Sciences will be embedded in Key Stage 3 and built on during
Key Stage 4.
Pupils study Physics, Chemistry and Biology through years 10 and 11. There will be exams
in the summer term, worth 40% of the final grade. In the Spring term of year 11 pupils will
complete two formally assessed practical tasks which they will be prepared for
throughout the course. This is worth 10% of the final grade. At the end of year 11 pupils
will sit their final exams in each of the three Sciences, worth 50% of the final grade.
At the end of the course they will gain 2 grades ranging from A*A* to GG.
Pupils taking triple Science have exams at the same time as the pupils doing Double
Science, but their exams are slightly longer and they have to do three practical
assessments in the Spring term of year 11. They will gain three separate grades ranging
from A* to G.
Science is a core subject and compulsory at GCSE. It is essential to understanding the
world we live in and relevant to all students whether they intend to study Sciences in the
sixth form or follow vocational courses at college. Most employers look for a Science
qualification in prospective employees.
More information can be obtained from Dr D Barnett
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Welsh Second Language GCSE
Examinations board: W.J.E.C.
Aims and Objectives
This GCSE specification in Welsh second language will enable candidates to:
•
•
•
•

•

understand and use the language for a variety of purposes and audiences
develop language learning skills and strategies in order to enable candidates to communicate
and interact confidently and spontaneously in relevant situations and specified context
develop language learning skills and strategies to enable candidates to develop their grasp
Welsh further
develop listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in an integrated manner, emphasising
listening and speaking skills use Welsh in further studies, in the workplace and in their
communities
develop curiosity about the Welsh language.

Course content
The qualification is made up of four units: Unit 1 and Unit 2 are non-examination speaking
and listening assessment, Unit 3 and Unit 4 are reading and writing examinations. The
course is suitable for teaching over two years within 120 guided learning hours.
The context for learning the language is organised under three broad themes:
•
•
•

EMPLOYMENT
WALES AND THE WORLD
YOUTH

Assessment
Unit 1
Oracy - response to visual material
Non-examination assessment: 6 – 8 minutes (pair) 9 – 12 minutes (Group of three) 25% of
qualification 50 marks
1 task (10%) Speaking (15%) Listening
A task for a pair/ group of three based on a visual stimuli provided by the WJEC to
stimulate discussion. The assessment will consist of two parts which are to be carried out
in the following order:
•
•

watch a visual clip (twice) and fill in a sheet while listening to the stimulus
discussion between the pair/group of three on what was watched.

Unit 2:
Oracy - Communicate with others
Non-examination assessment: 6 – 8 minutes (pair) 9 – 12 minutes (Group of three) 25% of
qualification 50 marks
1 task
(20%) listening (5%) listening
A task for a pair/ group of three based on a visual stimuli provided by the WJEC to
stimulate discussion.
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Unit 3
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
(15%) Reading (10%) Writing
Reading and writing based tasks with non-verbal and written responses, including one
translation task from English o Welsh and a proofreading task
Unit 4
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
(10%) Reading (15%) writing
Reading and writing tasks with non-verbal and written responses

Grades available
Higher Tier –A*, A, B, C, D, E
Foundation Tier – C, D, E, F, G
Additional information
Studying the Welsh Second Language GCSE course will provide experiences for pupils that
will allow them to reach their full potential in Welsh. The pupils will become aware of the
use made of the Welsh language in contemporary Wales by fostering a positive attitude
towards the language and the culture. Pupils’ skills will be developed in order to allow
them to communicate effectively and purposefully in their everyday lives, and to compete
on a level playing field in the world of work in the bilingual society of the 21st century.
Further information can be obtained from:
Ms A Waters, Head of the Languages Faculty
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The Option Curriculum
The Optional Subjects are listed below. Information about each one of these subjects can be found
on the following pages:

Applied Business

Creative and Performing Arts:

Drama
Music

Child Development

Art and Design and Technology:

Food and Nutrition
Product Design
Art and Design

French

Geography

German

History

Computer Science

Physical Education

Public Services

Triple Science
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Year 10 Business Studies (New course)
Want to improve your knowledge of how a business operates? Fancy the opportunity to
set up your own business?
Business Studies enables students to deepen understanding of the way in which
businesses operate in a dynamic, changing and competitive environment. This
qualification remains extremely popular amongst students at Ysgol Bryn Elian and the new
WJEC Business course will provide learners with a better understanding of techniques
used in a business environment.
The qualification is awarded through;




75% Exam focusing on short-term answer questions based on the functional areas within
business including; marketing, finance, operations, human resources with 25% controlled
assessment.
25% coursework focusing on market research and analysis.

Unit 1 (exam)
Aims and Objectives
Types of ownership
Business Structure
Carry out and analyse market research
Knowledge of the marketing mix
Production of goods and services
Human resources
The recruitment process
The external environment
Changes in ICT In Business
Business finance and control

Unit 2 (Coursework)
Externally set by WJEC
Research
Analysis and evaluation

For more information see Mr. P Woodhouse
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Performing Arts
GCSE Drama




Board: WJEC

Why take GCSE Drama? The course will give you a broad and balanced experience of
drama. You will gain knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre are
developed and performed across a range of dramatic activities. You will also gain
transferable skills that will be useful throughout life such as communication, public
speaking, group and leadership skills, problem solving, time management skills and the
ability to work to a deadline and get it right first time (there are no re-runs on stage!). You
will enjoy this course if you currently take part in school productions and attend drama
club or are part of a theatre group outside school.
Across three units you will study:
1. The techniques of a theatre practitioner e.g. Brecht & Berkoff which you will then
use in a devised performance.
2. Two set texts e.g. ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and ‘1984’ etc. one which you will explore
through a performance of a key scene and the other is explored and studied as
theatre for a written exam.

Course Content and Assessment






Unit 1 Devising Theatre is worth 40% of the overall mark at GCSE. You will create,
develop and perform a piece of drama based on a theatre practitioner and complete a
written evaluation under exam conditions.
Unit 2 Performing Theatre is worth 20% of the overall mark at GCSE. You will take part in
a performance for a visiting examiner, which will be based on two 10 minute extracts from
a performance text.
Unit 3 Interpreting Theatre is worth 40% of the overall mark at GCSE. You will sit a 1hr
30mins written exam where you answer a series of questions on the set texts and
complete a theatre review of a live production you have seen during the course.

Additional Information
This course is an ideal basis for the BTEC Level 3 Performing Arts course and for those
wishing to pursue a career in the entertainment industry, teaching, marketing and arts
therapy.
Please contact Mrs M Hildrew or Miss Williams for further details.
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Performing Arts
GCSE Music




Why take GCSE Music? The course will give you a broad and balanced experience of
music. You will develop performing skills as a soloist and as part of a group, as well as
gaining listening skills which will enable you to recognise contrasting genres, styles and
traditions of music. You will develop composing skills to enable you to write music for
different occasions. You will enjoy this course if you currently have instrumental or
singing lessons and have taken part in school productions and concerts.
Across the four units you will study:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Musical Forms and Devices E.g. as Ternary Form and ostinato.
Music for Ensembles E.g. Jazz trio, string quartet and musical theatre.
Film Music
Popular Music including the set work of ‘Handbags and Gladrags’ as performed by
the ‘Stereophonics.

Course Content and Assessment





Unit 1 Performing is worth 35% of the overall mark at GCSE. You will perform one solo
and one ensemble piece on an instrument or singing and must write a programme note
about one of the pieces.
Unit 2 Composing is worth 35% of the overall mark at GCSE. You will compose two pieces
of music in contrasting styles and must write an evaluation about one of the pieces.
Unit 3 Listening is worth 30% of the overall mark at GCSE. You will have a 1hr written
exam where you will answer questions on music you will hear.

Additional Information
GCSE Music is a practical and academic course. It is essential that pupils play and
instrument/sing or are prepared to learn to play and develop these skills during the
course. The GCSE Music course is an ideal basis to continue onto A’ Level Music or BTEC
Level 3 Music courses and for those wishing to pursue a career as a musician, composer,
film music editor, sound engineer, musical theatre performer, teacher and music therapist
etc.
Please contact Mrs M Hildrew for further details.
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Child Development
GCSE
The Child Development course is designed to give students an opportunity to apply their
skills, knowledge and understanding of the development and care of children from
conception to the age of five years. The course will develop students’ critical thinking and
enable them to manage a range of resources in order to develop items which are suited to
the needs of individuals or families. Tasks will consist of researching, analysis, developing
ideas, making and evaluating as part of their controlled assessments.
Course Content
The course is intended for students who wish to extend their design and technological
capability. The content of the course is divided into six compulsory areas of study: Family
and child, food and health, pregnancy, physical development, intellectual development
and social and emotional development.
Students will have the opportunity to undertake a study of a young child to research an
area of development and to plan and make an item within the child focused task.
Examination – Unit 1: 40%
This is a one paper 1 ½ hour written examination with no tiers. A*- G.
Questions will be drawn from all 6 sections of the specification.
The paper is externally set and marked.
Controlled assessment – Unit 2: 30% and Unit 3: 30%
Unit 2: Child Study. This unit is to be completed in Year 10. Students will select one task
from a bank of three tasks set by WJEC. The task will include investigation and production
focusing on a child’s development. The task is set to be carried out in 15 hours in school
under supervision and is internally assessed and externally moderated.
Unit 3: Child Focused Task. This unit is to be completed in Year 11. Students will select
one task from a bank of two tasks set by WJEC. The task will include researching,
planning, making and evaluating. The task is set to be carried out in 15 hours in school
under supervision and is internally assessed and externally moderated.
Additional Information
There is no specific requirement for prior learning of child development. The course
provides a suitable basis for continuous study of OCR Technical Health and Social Level
3. It could enhance career opportunities in nursing, midwifery, social work, nursery
nursing or teacher training.
Students interested in this course should contact Miss P Milne for further details
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Art and Design G.C.S.E.
The various features and facts of art, craft and design promote different kinds of artistic
and creative activity. Candidates will be completing work about their own environment and
the natural world. Throughout the art course they will refine their intellectual and practical
skills through communicating observations, ideas and feelings through a range of media,
tools and techniques. Candidates will also enrich their own knowledge by studying the work
of Artist both past and present.

Course Content
This is a 2 year course intended for students who wish to specialise in Art and Design.
Through a variety of creative and artistic activities pupils will develop a visual vocabulary in
conjunction with using a wide range of media and tools to discover and record the everyday
world. This will be achieved through drawing and painting, ceramics, printmaking, textiles
and three-dimensional studies.

Assessment
Unit 1: Portfolio
60% of qualification: 120 marks





This unit comprises a major practical portfolio and outcomes to be based on ‘My
Environment’ theme.
Work undertaken within the unit will be internally set, internally assessed and externally
moderated.
Work will be selected, evaluated and presented for assessment by the student.
Evidence is required of how the student has met each of the assessment objectives.

Unit 2 : The Externally Set Assignment
40% of qualification: 80 marks
Part 1: Preparatory study period
 Externally Set Assignment materials set by WJEC.
 The exam will consist of assignments based on themes, visual stimuli and written briefs,
which are to be presented to the student at the start of the preparatory study period.
 One of the assignments is to be selected by the student and used as a starting point from
which to elicit a personal, creative response.
Part 2: 10 hour period of sustained focus work
 The resolution of the student’s ideas from the preparatory work will be completed during
the designated 10 hours of sustained focus work.
 The period of sustained focus work will be completed under supervised conditions.
 Work will be selected, evaluated and presented for assessment by the student.
 The Externally Set Assignment will be set by WJEC, assessed by the teacher and externally
moderated.
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Additional Information
Art and Design provides an excellent foundation for A/AS Level Art and Design courses in
further and higher education in subjects such as: fashion, textiles, interior design, graphic
design, product design, fine art, 3-D design, model making, animation, ceramics, jewellery
design, film and theatre studies, make up artistry and hairdressing, to name but a few.


Contact Miss S. Murrell or Mrs R. Roberts for further details
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Design and Technology
WJEC GCSE Food and Nutrition
The WJEC GCSE in Food and Nutrition equips learners with the knowledge, understanding
and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy
eating. It encourages learners to cook and enables them to make informed decisions
about food and nutrition and allows them to acquire knowledge in order to be able to
feed themselves and others affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life.
By studying food preparation and nutrition learners will be able to:
 demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a
variety of food commodities whilst using different cooking techniques and equipment
 develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical
characteristics of food as well as a sound knowledge of the nutritional content of food and
drinks
 understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the
physiological and psychological effects of poor diet and health
 understand the economic, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences on food
availability, production processes, diet and health choices
 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties,
sensory qualities and microbiological food safety considerations when preparing,
processing, storing, cooking and serving food
 understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary
traditions (traditional Welsh, British and international) to inspire new ideas or modify
existing recipes.
Summary of assessment:
Unit 1: Principles of Food and Nutrition Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 40% of
qualification 80 marks (40% of the qualification)
This unit will consist of two sections both containing compulsory questions.
Section A: questions based on stimulus materials.
Section B: a range of question types to assess all content related to food and nutrition.
Unit 2: Food and Nutrition in Action Non-examination assessment: internally assessed,
externally moderated. 60% of qualification 120 marks altogether.
Assessment 1:10 hours
This is a Food Investigation Assessment: (20% of the total marks) a scientific food
investigation which will assess the learner's knowledge, skills and understanding in
relation to the scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food.
Assessment 2: 15 hours
This is a Food Preparation Assessment (40% of the total marks) a task which assesses the
learner’s knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation,
cooking and presentation of dishes to form a menu. These assessments will be based on a
choice of tasks released by WJEC annually.
For further information see Mrs B. McKibben
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Design and Technology
GCSE Product Design
This WJEC GCSE in Design and Technology offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum
for learners to identify and solve real problems by designing and making products or
systems. Through studying GCSE Design and Technology, learners will be prepared to
participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological world; and be
aware of, and learn from, wider influences on design and technology, including historical,
social/cultural, environmental and economic factors.
Course content
Each learner will study four areas of content:
1. Core knowledge and understanding of product design
3. Core skills
4. In-depth skills - product design
This two-year course is intended for students who wish to specialise in designing and
making 3d and 2d prototypes using a range of workshop techniques and tools. There is a
common core element to the course which focuses on:
 Impact of new and emerging technologies
 Evaluation of new and emerging technologies
 Modern and smart materials
 Ecological and social footprint
 Investigating and analysing the work of others
Assessment
Unit 1 Examination Design and Technology in the 21st Century - 50 %
This is a two-hour exam. A mix of short answer, structured and extended writing
questions assessing candidates' knowledge and understanding of Product Design.
Unit 2 Coursework Design and make task. Non-exam assessment: approximately 35
hours - 50 %
This is a board prescribed task started in September of Year 11. Students will carry out an
analysis of a problem, write a design specification, and generate a range of ideas which they
then develop into working prototype. They must make informed design decisions along the
way and plan out the making of the product. The final stage of the coursework is an in depth
evaluation of the prototype and process with a focus on how to improve next time.
Additional information
Product Design GCSE provides an excellent foundation for A/AS level Product Design, as
well as, higher Education courses and vocational apprenticeships. These can lead to exciting
and rewarding career opportunities in areas such as: Industrial Product Design, Computer
Aided Design and Manufacturing,

For more information, please contact the Design and Technology Department
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WJEC GCSE Information and Communication Technology
A course in Information and Communication Technology offers a unique opportunity in the
curriculum for candidates to identify and solve real problems by designing information and
communication systems in a wide range of contexts relating to their personal interests.
Information and Communication Technology develops candidates' interdisciplinary skills
and their capacity for imaginative, innovative thinking, creativity and independence.
The specification encourages the investigation and study of Information and
Communication Technology in a variety of contexts. In these contexts the candidates are
given opportunities to acquire competence, capability and critical skills through the
creation, implementation, use and evaluation of a range of information and communication
systems. Candidates from all cultures and both genders can develop their interest in,
enjoyment of, and critical reflection about information technology as an integral part of
modern society.
Unit 1: Understanding ICT 20%
External Assessment: 1½ hours
This examination paper will assess the requirements of the Key Stage 4 Programme of
Study for Information and Communication Technology and the functional elements of ICT
in a home and school context.
Unit 2: Solving Problems with ICT 30%
Controlled Assessment: 22½ hours
This controlled assessment consists of a portfolio of work which shows students' attainment
in obtaining and interpreting different types of information; using, developing and
communicating information to meet the purpose of their studies and presenting the results
of their work. This assignment will assess the practical aspects of the functional elements
of ICT.
Unit 3: ICT in Organisations 20%
External Assessment: 1½ hours
This examination paper will assess the 'application' content of ICT in a business and
industry context.
Unit 4: Developing Multimedia ICT Solutions
30% Controlled Assessment: 22½ hours
This controlled assessment will give studentss the opportunity to develop a piece of work
using multimedia software following a single task brief issued by WJEC.
This specification provides opportunities for students, through the study of Information and
Communication Technology systems and applications, to develop an understanding of
spiritual, moral, ethical, social and cultural issues as they relate to users of ICT.
For further information see Mr C. Heard
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French
Key Stage 4 Courses
Name of Course: GCSE

Board: W.J.E.C

Aims and objectives
The aim of the GCSE French course is to demonstrate aim that the study of a modern
foreign language will broaden horizons, develop cultural knowledge and understanding
and foster transferable skills such as confidence, communication, problem solving and
creativity.
This WJEC GCSE specification in French will enable learners to:













develop their ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native speakers in
speech and writing, conveying what they want to say with increasing accuracy
express and develop thoughts and ideas spontaneously and fluently
listen to and understand clearly articulated, standard speech at near normal speed
deepen their knowledge about how language works and enrich their vocabulary in order for
them to increase their independent use and understanding of extended language in a wide
range of contexts
acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking through the ability to understand and
respond to a rich range of authentic spoken and written material, adapted and abridged, as
appropriate, including literary texts
develop awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the countries and
communities where the language is spoken
be encouraged to make appropriate links to other areas of the curriculum to enable bilingual
and deeper learning, where the language may become a medium for constructing and
applying knowledge
develop language learning skills both for immediate use and to prepare them for further
language study and use in school, higher education or in employment
develop language strategies, including repair strategies.

Course Content
The qualification is made up of four units: Unit 1 is a spoken non-exam assessment, Unit 2
is a listening examination, Unit 3 is a reading examination and Unit 4 is a written
examination. The context for learning the language is organised under three broad
themes:
● Identity and culture
● Wales and the World – areas of interest
● Current and future study and employment

Assessment
Unit 1
Speaking Oral test: 7-9 minutes (Foundation tier) 10-12 minutes (Higher tier) 25% of
qualification 60 marks
Three tasks: Role play Photo card discussion Conversation – Part 1 and Part 2
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Unit 2
Listening Written examination: 35 minutes (Foundation tier) 45 minutes (Higher tier) 25%
of qualification 45 marks
Listening comprehension tasks with non-verbal and written responses
Unit 3
Reading Written examination:1 hour (Foundation tier) 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher tier)
25% of qualification 60 marks
Reading tasks with non-verbal and written responses, including one translation task from
French into English/Welsh
Unit 4
Writing Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes (Foundation tier) 1 hour 30 minutes
(Higher tier) 25% of qualification 60 marks
Writing tasks including one translation task from English/Welsh into
Additional Information
A language qualification at GCSE is essential in some areas of work especially with
increasing involvement in the European Union and is desirable in many areas where
knowledge of a language can offer extra opportunities.
GCSE French is a good introduction to communicating in French and serves as a grounding
for further study at 'A' Level.
Those considering professional careers would benefit from the study of a foreign
language. Universities welcome a GCSE in a Modern Foreign language for applications to
higher education.

Further information can be obtained from Miss L Foulkes
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German
Key Stage 4 Courses
Name of Course: GCSE

Board: W.J.E.C

Aims
The aim of the GCSE German course is to demonstrate aim that the study of a modern
foreign language will broaden horizons, develop cultural knowledge and understanding
and foster transferable skills such as confidence, communication, problem solving and
creativity.
The specification also aims to provide learners with a solid foundation on which to
prepare them for future language study.
This WJEC GCSE specification in German will enable learners to:














develop their ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native speakers in
speech and writing, conveying what they want to say with increasing accuracy
express and develop thoughts and ideas spontaneously and fluently
listen to and understand clearly articulated, standard speech at near normal speed
deepen their knowledge about how language works and enrich their vocabulary in order
for them to increase their independent use and understanding of extended language in a
wide range of contexts
acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking through the ability to understand and
respond to a rich range of authentic spoken and written material, adapted and abridged,
as appropriate, including literary texts
develop awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the countries and
communities where the language is spoken
be encouraged to make appropriate links to other areas of the curriculum to enable
bilingual and deeper learning, where the language may become a medium for
constructing and applying knowledge
develop language learning skills both for immediate use and to prepare them for further
language study and use in school, higher education or in employment
develop language strategies, including repair strategies.

Course Content
The qualification is made up of four units: Unit 1 is a spoken non-exam assessment, Unit 2
is a listening examination, Unit 3 is a reading examination and Unit 4 is a written
examination. The context for learning the language is organised under three broad
themes:
● Identity and culture
● Wales and the World – areas of interest
● Current and future study and employment
Assessment
Unit 1
Speaking Oral test: 7-9 minutes (Foundation tier) 10-12 minutes (Higher tier) 25% of
qualification 60 marks
Three tasks: Role play Photo card discussion Conversation
Unit 2
Listening Written examination: 35 minutes (Foundation tier) 45 minutes (Higher tier) 25%
of qualification 45 marks
Listening comprehension tasks with non-verbal and written responses
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Unit 3
Reading Written examination:1 hour (Foundation tier) 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher tier)
25% of qualification 60 marks
Reading tasks with non-verbal and written responses, including one translation task from
German into English/Welsh
Unit 4
Writing Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes (Foundation tier) 1 hour 30 minutes
(Higher tier) 25% of qualification 60 marks
Writing tasks including one translation task from English/Welsh into German
Additional Information
A language qualification at GCSE is essential in some areas of work especially with
increasing involvement in the European Union and is desirable in many areas where
knowledge of a language can offer extra opportunities.
GCSE German is a good introduction to communicating in German and serves as a
grounding for further study at 'A' Level.
Those considering professional careers would benefit from the study of a foreign
language. Universities welcome a GCSE in a Modern Foreign language for applications to
higher education.

Further information can be obtained from Mr Mike Jones, Teacher of German
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Geography G.C.S.E.
What is Geography?
Geography is a multi-disciplinary integrative subject. The study of geography looks at a
range of physical and human environments and their interaction by examining their
changing patterns. It requires the development of an intellectual, scientific, social, moral
and aesthetic understanding of the world in which we live.
WJEC is the examining board; this enhances the Geographical understanding of studied in
Years 7, 8 and 9.
What will I study?
The WJEC Geography G.C.S.E. is divided into 3 units:
Unit 1: Changing Physical and Human Landscapes
Topics include: Distinctive Landscape, Rivers & Flooding, Coasts, Global Cities and
Population Changes.
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
40% of qualification
Assessment will be by data response questions.
Some questions will require extended responses.
Unit 2: Environmental and Development Issues
Topics include: Extreme Weather, Climate Change, UK Climate, Ecosystems, Global
Inequalities and Development.
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
40% of qualification
Assessment will be by data response questions.
Some questions will require extended responses.
Unit 3: Fieldwork Enquiry
A Human Geography Fieldwork investigation and a Physical Geography Fieldwork
Investigation
Non-examination assessment: 2 hours 30 minutes
20% of qualification

What skills will I learn?
Understanding of the landscape through maps, be able to identify patterns and trends
through graphicacy, oracy, numeracy, problem solving, IT, fieldwork, data collection,
teamwork, interpersonal skills and to develop an appreciation of environmental, social,
economic and political issues and values.

What will it help me do?
Geography can be useful in most areas; it helps develop such a wide range of skills.
Here are some jobs and courses:
Agricultural Management, Cartography, Conservation, Environmental Health, Land
Management, Quantity Surveying and many more.
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It also leads directly to 'A' Level Geography.
Geography is not one subject, it is a mixture!

For more details please see Mr J. Powell and Mrs J. Jarvis.
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History
Introduction

History is the study of past peoples and their societies. The aim of the G.C.S.E. History
course is to enable candidates to understand the principles and concepts of the past. The
course selected is the WJEC G.C.S.E. History Course.
Course Content

The WJEC History course focuses on four areas of History stretching from 1250 to the
present day.

d)

a)

In-depth study- Depression, War and austerity in Britain 1930 – 1951

b)

In-depth study- USA 1910 -1929 – A Nation of Contrasts.

c)

The Changing Nature of Warfare – c. 1250 to the present day

Non Examination Assessment

Assessment

The course is assessed by examination and the coursework element.

Additional Information

G.C.S.E. History is identified by employers as an important academic foundation for many
career routes. This course is also an appropriate basis for the study of A Level History.

Please contact Mr. N. Rees and Mr. C. McKibben for further details
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WJEC GCSE in Computer Science
Unit Title and Summary
Unit 1: Understanding Computer Science
WJEC will set an examination covering the following:









Computer Systems
Data Representation
Computer Software
Networks
Internet & Communications
Algorithms
Programming
Ethical, Social, and Legal Aspects

Unit 2: Solving Problems Using Computers
This unit requires candidates to complete some tasks using other programming languages
such as Java and HTML. For Java, candidates will use the package Greenfoot.
These tasks will be completed in the computer room under controlled conditions.
Unit 3: Developing Computing Solutions
Candidates will be solving a problem set by the exam board using the Python
programming language. They will be expected to code a solution to the problem and then
document their solution in a suitable report highlighting design decisions.
This work may be submitted on paper or electronically.
Assessment Format


Unit 1 is an externally assessed written exam paper worth 45% and is based on the
theory learned and applied in lessons.



Unit 2 comprises Controlled Assignments set by the exam board and completed on
screen in the computer room and is worth 30%.



Unit 3 requires candidates to develop a piece of work using programming software
following a task brief from a choice of two, worth 25%.

Possible Progression (including careers and further education)
Pupils could go on to study A Level in Electronics, Applied ICT, Computing, and Cambridge
Technicals in IT, or Degrees in ICT, Computing, and Computer Science. Candidates could go
on to become Software Engineers, Computer Scientists, Teachers, IT Managers or other
related Computing careers.

Further Information available from Mr A Heard
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Physical Education
Programme of Study Year 10/11
GCSE Physical Education
Qualification type:
GCSE
Entry Requirements
All pupils should have a general interest in a range of sporting activities. They should have
shown sufficient evidence of an acceptable level of performance in Physical Education
classes at Key Stage 3.
Why do we offer GCSE Physical Education?
Through studying GCSE Physical Education learners will acquire the knowledge,
understanding, skills and values to develop and maintain their performance in physical
activities and understand the benefits to health, fitness and well-being. Learners will
develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical
activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance.
What will I study on the course?
Unit 1: Introduction to physical education Written examination: 2 hours 50% of
qualification
Unit 2: The active participant in physical education Non-exam assessment 50% of
qualification
How will I be assessed?
Unit 1: Learners will be assessed through a range of short and extended questions. The
questions will be based on audio-visual stimuli and other sources.
Unit 2: Learners will be assessed in three different activities in the role of performer in at
least one individual sport, one team sport and one other. One activity will be a major
activity which will have a personal fitness programme linked to the activity.
What can I do next with this qualification?
The GCSE qualification gives pupils the opportunity to enter employment in the sport and
active leisure sector or to progress to post 16 education courses. It will provide an insight
into further studies such as A Level or BTEC Level 3 courses.
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Pearson BTEC Level 2 First Award in Public Services
The Pearson BTEC First Certificate in Public Services is a vocational course.
This exciting course is tailored to pupils who might have an interest in a future career in
one of the Public Services, for example, in the Police, Fire and Rescue Service, Armed
Forces or Prosecution Services. It is also of interest to students who want to learn more
about the laws and duties that regulate our society and about the services who uphold
them. The course is assessed by continuous assessment of written assignments, active
and practical work and via witness statements as well as two external examinations.
Deadlines are frequent and numerous and pupil should be prepared for assessment to be
rigorous.
Core units
The core units within this qualification ensure that all learners will develop knowledge
that underpins learning in other units in the qualification –




Unit 1: The Role and Work of the Public Services
Unit 2: Working Skills in the Public Service Sector
Unit 6: Citizenship, Society and the Public Services

Specialist units
The chosen specialist units extend the knowledge and understanding developed in core
units and will develop general work-related skills:







Unit 3: Employment in the Public Services
Unit 4: Public Services and Community Protection
Unit 5: Health, Fitness and Lifestyle for the Public Services
Unit 7: Crime and its effects on society and individuals
Unit 11: Sport and recreation in the Public Services
Unit 12: Land Navigation by map and compass

It will be a huge benefit for pupils who opt to take the Public Services course to also be
following the Duke of Edinburgh Award, and to be interested in physical fitness and sport.

For more details please see Ms. D. Jones or Mr M. Richardson
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WJEC - Triple Science
This option will work alongside your core Science lessons, to enable you to study for three
separate GCSEs in Biology, Physics and Chemistry.
This option is for those pupils who would like to pursue a scientific career by studying a
Science-related discipline at A Level and possibly at University.
The UK needs more scientists and engineers and there are a wide range of varied and
well-paid careers possible with scientific qualifications. Careers in Structural Engineering,
Protein Chemistry, Genetic Engineering, Medicine, Nursing, Sports Science and Nutrition,
Space Science, Astronomy, Forensic Archaeology, Veterinary Medicine, Materials Science,
Sports Engineering and Renewable Energy Research and Development are just some of
the careers available. You could discover the next wonder drug or solve the world’s
energy problems.
You need to have a love and enthusiasm for the Sciences and show a curiosity for the
world around you. Ask questions, challenge the Science you see reported in the media
and develop your investigative skills further as well as gaining 3 Science GCSEs.
The mode of assessment is the same as for Double Award Science, except that the exams
in June are longer (1hr45mins instead of 1hr15mins) and each exam is worth 45% of the
individual subject grade. There will be a practical assessment in each subject and each will
make up 10% of the final grade for each subject.
Three separate GCSE grades will be awarded in Summer 2018.
For more information see Dr Barnett or Mr Wilkins
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Vocational Course

In Years 10 and 11, pupils have the opportunity to follow the AQA PSHE Award and/or the AQA
Maths Award, by arrangement with the A.L.N. Department.

AQA Entry Level PSHE Award
Personal and Social Education helps students lead confident, healthy and responsible lives.
Through the completion of the following units all students will gain practical knowledge and skills
to help them to live safely and healthily and to prosper:


Learning about personal finance.



Learning about being a critical consumer.



Learning about drugs and education.



Learning about applying for jobs and courses.

AQA Entry Level Maths Award
The Entry Level Certificate in Mathematics helps students to develop and apply their
mathematical skills in relevant contexts as well as engaging them in problem solving activities at
an appropriate level.
For this qualification, students are required to complete eight units of work for a portfolio which is
marked by the teacher and then sent for moderation:









Component 1 Properties of number
Component 2 The four operations
Component 3 Ratio
Component 4 Money
Component 5 The calendar and time
Component 6 Measures
Component 7 Geometry
Component 8 Statistics

Both courses are aimed at pupils who have received additional support from the Additional
Learning Needs Department and provide a series of accredited and recognised certificates. We
also offer the opportunity to access support and advice in order to complete work from other
subject areas.

For further information please contact Dr A McCormack-Colbert or Mrs Lowndes
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OPTION CHOICE FORM

Year 9 pupils will have the opportunity to use the Careers’ Wales on-line service to help
them select their Options. They have already taken part in a `free choice` which is helping
us determine the levels of likely interest in each option. This is a useful development to
our processes, and allows us a way of planning the Key Stage 4 Options Curriculum to
meet the pupils’ needs, as far as our facilities and resources allow.
As part of this process, it is vital that all pupils make any comments concerning
combinations that they would like to do. All information will be carefully scrutinised and
used to present the best organisation of subject combinations that is possible.
Overall, three final choices will be made, and these will be confirmed with pupils and
parents.
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