YOUNG ENTERPRISE
TEAM IN
LITHUANIA
Eleven students from Ysgol Bryn Elian, Colwyn
Bay sat round a table back in September to
discuss a new enterprise that they could begin
through Young Enterprise Wales. Six months
on and the students were the only school
representing Wales in the ‘Innovative
Business 2017’ competition in Lithuania
at the end of March.
They began by sharing their
interests in technology and
how products have helped
them through their everyday
routines, and then discussed
what was missing. Through
their primary research they
discovered four products; a
cable tidy, a keyring speaker,
a car charger for phones and
a battery power bank. The
students gave themselves a
range of roles and attended trade
fairs in Colwyn Bay and Broughton
as well as selling through their website.
Through hard work and determination
they soon broke even and raised almost £900 in
revenue on these unique products ranging from
£2.50 through to £10.
The business plan for going forward was
produced to develop their marketing techniques
by using virtual reality and augmented reality to
give the customer a unique shopping experience.

The students have now developed and produced
their own products using the school’s 3D printer.
They are currently in the process of manufacturing
portable phone holders that incorporates a cable
management system, phone holder and speaker
with the team’s logo built in.
Rees Sheldon of Ysgol Bryn Elian
shared his views of the team’s
chances prior to the competition
“I think our chances in Lithuania
are high because we are
confident, presentable and
likeable. We will encourage
customers to visit our stand
and I think that we have a
really good product to sell.”
The project could not have
been possible without the
support of family and friends to
invest in the company to help us
get started, and on the strength of
the excellent work by the team, financial
support was also provided by Macbryde
Homes, Albion Vaults and Gaia Technologies.
Mr Woodhouse said: “I am extremely proud of the
team for their commitment to the enterprise and
the success it has brought. The team’s structure and
ability to work for each other has been key. I am
excited to see their progress on the International
stage”

CAREERS REWARD
FOR
YSGOL BRYN ELIAN
Ysgol Bryn Elian has got the grade after receiving
the prestigious Careers Wales Mark for the second
time.
The accolade, which recognises a commitment
to continuous quality improvement within an
educational institution, was awarded to the school
for its dedication and enthusiasm in preparing and
supporting young people entering the world of
work or continuing in education.
Working alongside the team
at Careers Wales, we
carried out an audit
of their careers
and world of work
curriculum and
identified areas
for improvement,
resulting in the
production of a
development plan.
The plan will further
help the school to
prepare and support
students for a successful
transition into work, training or
further education and help reduce the number of
young people potentially becoming unemployed.

Mair Herbert Acting Head Teacher said: “We are delighted
to have been awarded The Careers Mark, as we are
committed to doing everything possible to ensure that
each of our students is enabled to pursue a fulfilling and
fitting career in a profession, or indeed professions, of their
choice. We are very grateful to Careers Wales for assisting
us with this.”
Speaking of the school’s achievement, Gwenda Roberts,
Team Manager for Careers Wales, said: “This is an
excellent achievement and a
clear demonstration that
young people in Ysgol
Bryn Elian are receiving
the support they need
to help them find out
about and prepare for
the world of work as
well as helping them to
make realistic informed
decisions about their
future.”
Special thanks to Miss Delyth
Jones and Ms Tracey Clarke for their
hard work in achieving this award.

ICE
BRIDGE
12 pupils from each Year group recently
had the opportunity to experience civil
engineering ‘hands-on’, working with the
Institute of Civil engineers (ICE). The pupils
worked together to construct a suspension
bridge in school gym and then had the
opportunity to ask questions and find out
lots of useful information about working in
the industry.
All of the pupils thoroughly enjoyed the
experience, with the Year 10 and 11 pupils
getting a very detailed insight into a future
career in engineering.
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WORLD
BOOK DAY
2017

SCHOOL GARDEN
REGENERATION

For World Book Day this year, Year 7 and Year 8 Ysgol Bryn Elian
students and teachers not only celebrated the day by dressing up as
their favourite character from a novel, they also took part in ‘Don’t
Judge a Book By Its Cover’. All pupils picked a book from the library,
and then wrapped the book with paper. A blurb was then written
about the book, without disclosing the name of the author or any
characters. Each Year 7 and Year 8 chose a book from the blurb alone,
which they read. Students then wrote a book review on their selected
book to win some book tokens. Hopefully, we have encouraged our
students to pick up a book, they might not necessarily have chosen!
Happy Reading!

Ms Julie Chapman, school cover supervisor
and a number of Year 8 pupils are busy
re-generating the school pond, which has
sadly been neglected for a while. Keep
checking in for updates on their progress!

APPRENTICE
PRESENTATION
As part of the National Apprenticeship
week, Mr Chris Franklin, Mrs Louise
Bishop and Mr Stephen Williams came
to deliver an excellent presentation to
our Year 10 cohort. The presentation
introduced our learners to the possibility
of an apprenticeship and how it could help
overcome barriers such as confidence,
motivation and develop employability
skills. The team commented “I would like
to say how attentive and well behaved the
students were, it was a pleasure.”

JUNIOR
BOXING
SUCCESS
Year 11 pupil Cieran Williams is making a big name for himself
in the world of junior boxing! Cieran won the Welsh Open
Championship at the beginning of March, following on strongly
from his win at the Novice Championships a few months previously.
In all, he has had nine fights and won them all !!
Cieran is now hoping to get selected for the Welsh squad and be
entered for the GB championships ! Well done and congratulations
to Cieran!!

STEM
SUCCESS
Here at Bryn Elian, STEM is going from strength to
strength. During 2016, two teams of A’ level students
took part in the North Wales Young Engineers STEM
challenge. Both teams successfully achieved their goal
of designing, developing and delivering a solution to an
extremely challenging problem.
Gwynt-y-Mor Offshore Wind Farm Ltd required a real life
solution for the dangers surrounding the approach of the
wind turbines, and the secure linking of the raft.
They were so impressed; they stated that with time
and funds, “We would look to implement the designengineered solution presented to us by Ysgol Bryn Elian
sixth formers”.
As well as receiving recognition and praise from
the company, each student went on to achieve the
prestigious Gold Crest Award.
Earlier in the year, Year 8 students entered the Lego Robot
Wars competition in Llandudno, achieving a first place for
their presentation.
During the same year, a team of Year 9 students entered
the ‘First Lego League North Wales Regional Final’
tournament. Although the team enjoyed designing and
building their robot, they also had to put in time, effort and
many engineering skills to the test; but as was the case with
the sixth form teams, all their hard work paid off. Not only
did they come fourth out of thirteen schools for the main
challenge, they came first in the technical design category.
Ysgol Bryn Elian has this year for the first time entered a team
into the Micro:bit Model Rocket Car Competition. Although
the team of Year 8 students were nervous, they were well
prepared and raring to go on race day. Even though it was
their first attempt at firing a rocket-powered car of speeds
up to 80mph, they beat all comers to take the fastest time
and first place seeing them through to the nationals in
Manchester.

READING
GARDEN
The Reading Garden, which was inaugurated by
Eithne Hughes and Cheryl Carlisle last year, is
back in use following a long winter. Learners enjoy
reading, playing educational games and eating
their lunch in the garden. It is a quiet space for
learners who want to stay away from the hustle and
bustle of secondary school life!

GEORGIA
HOLMES
HORSE
RIDING
Congratulations to Amber Owen, Rachele
Pettigrew and Bianca Luchjenbroers all of
Year 7 who were recently awarded their
Level 1 Riding certificates. They have
enjoyed their lessons and all three girls
have made swift progress, especially in
building their confidence around horses.

Georgia is an exceptionally talented individual who has represented
her school to perfection!
She won the Regional Urdd competition and was put through to the
Urdd National Gymnastics competition in Aberystwyth which took
place on 16th February 2017. Georgia won second place in the Key
Stage 3 section.
In the Welsh Schools Tumble and Vault competition Georgia made
the Eryri team travelling to compete in Cardiff in March. She was
part of the Under 14 girls team which won Bronze. The whole Eryri
team won Gold in the team competition.

ESTYN
AWARD
Headteacher, Eithne Hughes, represented the
school at an award ceremony in Cardiff where
Ysgol Bryn Elian was one of only three secondary
schools in the whole of Wales to be presented
with a prestigious award recognising excellence in
education and training.
In particular, the school was singled out for its
inspirational leadership and highly effective work in
developing pupils’ literacy and numeracy skills.
The award was presented by Chief Inspector for
Wales, Meinir Rowlands and the Cabinet Secretary
for Education, Kirsty Williams.

MR WILKINS VISITS
CERN
On the 7th of February I was lucky enough to be chosen
to take part in the annual Welsh Teachers Visit to CERN,
the huge science experiment in Geneva, Switzerland. The
program was aimed at providing 24 Physics teachers, like
myself, with first hand experience of the cutting edge
research being carried out at the European Organization
for Nuclear Research (CERN). Over four days, we attended
tailored lectures and workshops delivered by a variety of
speakers, all leaders in their fields. I found it surprising
how many of these eminent speakers were either Welsh or
working at Welsh universities. One of the most fascinating
talks was on the researching of anti-hydrogen, a project
run by the University of Swansea, with their findings only
recently published.
The highlight of the trip was a visit to the CMS detector,
one of the experiments set up on the Large Hadron
Collider in an attempt to prove the existence of the Higgs
Boson. We were fortunate that the visit coincided with the
winter maintenance program meaning the collider was
shut down. You’d think this was a bad thing but actually
meant we were able to go down into the tunnels and see
the equipment first hand. It was doubly fortunate that the
CMS detector was under going maintenance, with the
protective shield removed and the inside elements opened
up. It’s hard to describe the scale of what we were able
to see, but imagine an object the length and width of a
swimming pool and the height of a four storey building. All
of this science equipment is taking 75 Megapixel images
40 million times per second!

It wasn’t all about the unravelling of fundamental
physics, we also had some talks and looked at the
technology that has been developed at CERN that
has a huge impact on our lives. I posed outside the
office where the internet was born; spoke to the
team responsible for the super cooled magnets
where new developments are leading to smaller
and cheaper MRI and PET scanners in UK hospitals.
One of the most exciting developments in the
treatment of cancers that will soon be available
in the UK will be proton beam therapy. These will
work using the magnets, electronics and super cool
technology developed and improved at CERN to
provide potentially life saving technology back here
in Wales.
You can find out more about my trip, including
some of the terrible selfies taken by visiting the
Science Department’s Twitter feed, @YBEScience.

SPORTS
NEWS
URDD
FOOTBALL

NETBALL
NEWS
Congratulations to Catrin Bohana, Emma
Hagerty, Morgan Causer, Katie Jones,
Rhiannon Lloyd-Parry, Amy O’Hare, Natasha
Craven, Lauren Holmes, Lucy Bowers and
Zoe Boughen who were all successful within
their respective age categories at the County
Netball trials back in October.

This year the school entered teams into the Urdd 5-a-side football
competition at the Brailsford Centre in Bangor. Both teams
performed well and the boys narrowly missed out on a place in
the semi-finals.

Both the U16 and U18 school netball teams
are Conwy champions after winning in the
Conwy schools netball tournaments this year.
The 16s played tough competitors in the
Eryri round and came away having won 3
out of their 6 matches, finishing 4th overall.
The U14s have come on leaps and bounds
this year and showed an excellent attitude to
finish runners-up in their Conwy pool. Finally
the U18s traveled down to Cwmbran to
compete in the final round of the President’s
cup, where they faced other regional winners
from across Wales.

HOCKEY
NEWS
Hockey has once again played a fundamental role
in our extra curricular programme this year. The club
has continued to thrive since winning the Evening
league and Knockout Cup last season. Miss Delyth
Jones has been very grateful for the support given
by Meryl Roberts, Chair of Colwyn Bay Hockey club
at the after school training sessions. Despite losing
some key players, due to age-group restrictions new
players have stepped up to the plate and we are
pleased to announce that the first team has won the
title again. Henry Davies, Cai Williams, Adam Crew
and Josef Lederle were joined by Scott Brown, Oliver
Roberts, Jack Parry and Catrin Bohanna, playing some
excellent hockey at times. The school also had another
team in the league and this team has shown excellent
perseverance and quality throughout the season. The
majority of the players were new to the sport and have
represented their school fantastically!

Reece Taylor, Marin Thornton, Matthew Evans, Sam
Bright, Declan Bell, Natasha Blood, Kirsten Burgess
and Robbie Davies have been a delight to watch
on a Tuesday evening and Miss Jones would like
to thank Seren Rogers for her coaching qualities
on the sidelines! Henry Davies is the first team
Goalkeeper and on the back of his outstanding club
performances he has been selected to play for the
Welsh U16 side against Scotland this Easter. He is
the youngest player selected and considering he is
in Year 9, representing the next age group is quite
an achievement. The school can also boast another
Hockey international. Daniel Lewis Jones has been
an inspiration to the hockey club since Year 7. His
attitude and commitment have been exemplary. His
reward is an international U18 cap where he travels
down to Cardiff for regular and intensive training
sessions. We are very proud of all of them.

DIGITAL
COMPETENCE
FRAMEWORK
Students in some of our Year 9 classes
are trialling resources that will be shared
Wales wide in June at the National Digital
Learning Event in Swansea. They have been
looking at mobile applications that they
use and discussing what they use them for,
how regularly, and if there is a gap in the
market for a new type of app. Students
have been designing apps using mobile
prototyping sheets to produce their designs
which will ultimately be turned into working
applications on their devices.
Students are embracing this thematic
topic and coming up with some innovative
designs in the process. In delivering the
Digital Competence Framework in this way
it is hoped that children will get a feel for
the types of digital skills required in the real
world and give them inspiration for how
they could contribute to society through the
appropriate use of these competencies in the
future.

COMIC
RELIEF
2017
Ysgol Bryn Elian pupils and staff raised just over £1000 for
Comic Relief this year which will help make a difference to the
lives of those less fortunate.
A special mention must go to Nansi Jones 8G, Molly Owen
Jones 8C, Ashton Heeter-Jones 8C, Jennifer Dick 8C and Jack
Stone 8C who baked cakes which sold out very quickly over
break time. They raised £52 on their stall!
Many thanks to everyone involved for your kindness and
generosity.

PARKING AT THE
SCHOOL GATES
Please could parents be mindful when parking at the end of the school
day. We have had a number of issues relating to residents unable to get
out of their driveway and buses unable to sufficiently manoeuvre around
the corner due to inappropriate parking. The safety of our children is
paramount and we would like to avoid any incidents where they have
to veer onto the road as a result of poor parking. As a polite reminder,
please do not park on double yellow lines, in front of residents
driveways, or on the pavement. May we also remind any blue badge
holders that parking at a school entrance in a manner that is “likely to
cause obstruction or danger to others” is also prohibited.
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