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A note from the new Headteacher
It’s a great honour
and a privilege for me
to be able to write a
section of the school
newsletter as the
new Headteacher of
Ysgol Bryn Elian. As
Headteacher, I and
the Senior Leadership
Team are committed
to ensuring that all our learners thrive here
at Ysgol Bryn Elian and we are very keen to
continue the school ethos of ‘Achievement for
All.’
It is our mission to continue to deliver the
highest possible standards across all areas of
school life. We have a very committed and
passionate team of teaching and support staff
who place great emphasis on ensuring that
learners’ needs are met, their abilities are
understood and their aspirations encouraged.
Parent voice is very important to us as a school
and we have a newly established parent focus
group. If you would like to join this group
please contact Mrs J Campion, Deputy Head.
I look forward to working with you all in my
new role.

Mr Dave Humphreys

We hope you enjoy reading our newsletters, this
edition will be the final printed version as subsequent
editions will be in electronic format and available to be
downloaded from the school’s website and the Show My
Homework website.

The Greatest Open Evening!
Open Evening took place on 11th October
for prospective Year 7 pupils. The theme for
the evening was ‘The Greatest’ with staff and
pupils preparing performances and activities
to highlight this theme. From the greatest
scientist to the greatest author, to the greatest
mathematician. We were also privileged to
hear the school choir show their great skill
in singing songs from the film itself and the
now infamous science show with Dr. and Mr.
Barnett.
The evening was a huge success with a
fantastic turnout: Mrs. Campion and Mrs.
Hastings were run off their feet at reception
with long lines of visitors extending down the
drive! We had excellent feedback from parents,
pupils and staff. The pupils who volunteered to
help were a credit to the school and the efforts
of staff, as usual, went the extra mile to make
the evening special and memorable. We pride
ourselves on making people feel welcome,
keeping you well informed and highlighting
exactly what our school can offer.
We can’t wait until next year to do it all again!

A New Home for Old Pens
Ysgol Bryn Elian has enrolled in the Bic writing instruments recycling
programme. Not only will this prevent this waste going to landfill, the materials
will be sorted, recycled into new items, and as an added bonus to the school, for
every writing instrument collected, we will receive 1p, with 900 students in school
this will soon add up! Accepted waste in this programme: All writing instruments
(except for wooden pencils and chalk) are accepted : Any brand of pen, felt tip,
highlighter, marker, correction fluid pot, correction tape, mechanical pencil and
eraser pen regardless of their composition. Feel free to send in all those pens
lying around in the car and kitchen drawers that no longer work. Keep your
eyes peeled for recycling points around school. Science, Maths, English and the
Library all have confirmed drop off points.

Award for Mr Simpson

Plastic Free Schools
The school is working to reduce its impact
on the environment. We are now embarking
on the Plastic Free Schools Programme.
This ambitious project sets goals of not only
reducing our single use plastics, but also
challenging Government and industry about
the way in which we use and reuse plastics.
Current estimates show that at least 8 million
pieces of plastic are entering the oceans every
single day.
To spearhead the project a small but dedicated
group of staff gave up their personal time to
collect litter from the Fairy Glen local nature
reserve. In just under an hour 8 bags full
or rubbish (which was mostly recyclable) as
well as some larger items such a supermarket
trolley, microwave and, would you believe it, a
set of Christmas lights were removed from the
Afon Colwyn and its banks in the Fairy Glen.
Thanks to Mrs Jarvis, Ms Chapman, Miss
Gorman, Mr Wilkins, Miss Way, Mr Simpson
and Lesley Lawson Countryside Warden from
Conwy Council.

Away from school Mr Simpson volunteers for a range
of different charities. His commitment and thoughtful
nature was recently recognised by one of these charities
- Blind Veterans UK. He was nominated for, and won
a One Team Award, the award is given to reflect the
incredibly high standards and commitment shown by
staff and volunteers at Blind Veterans UK. He was
nominated by staff at the charity as well as by a veteran
he regularly visits in our community. The nomination
outlined how he, “goes the extra mile and supports
isolated members at difficult times in their lives”. He
travelled to the awards ceremony held in the pomp and
ceremony of the Tower of London. Blind Veterans UK
believes that no one who has served our country should
battle blindness alone. For more information about the
charity visit www.blindveterans.org.uk. If you think,
you could offer help by volunteering feel free to contact
gemma.godfrey@blindveterans.org.uk

Parents’ Forum
A new Parent Forum has been set up to
encourage parental involvement in all areas
of the School.
This informal setting gives parents the
opportunity to have a say in both Curriculum
and Pastoral systems, offering ideas and an
opportunity to be consulted when considering
changes within School.

Children In Need
The Sixth Form had a Fancy Dress Day to
raise money for Children in Need. There were
many ingenious outfits, from a bunch of grapes,
to inflatable dinosaurs, to cartoon characters.
They managed to raise a total of £255. A huge
congratulations and a massive thanks for all of the
donations.

Business Studies Jaguar Land Rover
Visit
Year 10 and 11 Business Studies students have
recently been on a visit to Jaguar Land Rover in
Birmingham. The learners had an exciting day,
learning about the production process of Jaguar
cars. Learners gained an insight into how the
production line, in a luxury item market, operates.
Learners also took part in an activity where
they became aware of lean production and how
organising their teams effectively can produce
products quicker and with a high level of quality.

Mrs Campion says that this is an innovative Forum, which is
an exciting addition to Ysgol Bryn Elian’s voice within both
the wider, and local, community.
Anyone can become involved – just contact Mrs Campion on
jc@brynelian.conwy.schol.uk for more information.

Parent Teachers’ Association
The PTA is a voluntary parent body who arrange various fund
raising events throughout the year. The money raised goes
directly to the school in order to enhance learner experiences.
The PTA also run the 100 Club which costs £2 a month.
There is a draw each month with a monetary prize.
All new members are welcome with the next PTA meeting
on January 15th at 6pm. Please contact Karen Sheldon for
further information: Karen@sheldon.me.uk

Holidays in Term-time
Please can we ask that you do not take holidays during termtime. Missing school can have an impact on progress and
achievement. For example, missing one week is the equivalent
of missing thirty lessons making it very difficult, and
sometimes stressful, for learners to catch-up. We appreciate
that holidays become expensive and that they provide other
learning experiences, not found in school. However, unless
there are exceptional circumstances, please avoid term-time
holidays.

Upcoming Important Dates
Pupils will return to school after the christmas holidays on
Tuesday January 8th 2018. January 7th is an INSET day.
Mock Exams for Year 11, 12 and 13 begin on 9th
January and end on Friday 18th. There will be a Mock
Exam Results evening on Wednesday February 6th for
parents and pupils to collect their mock results.
Science practical exams will take place on 21st,
23rd ans 28th January 2018 for Year 11. These
exams form part of your child’s overall GCSE
grade.
A mock exam timetable has been sent home
with your child, it has also been uploaded to
Show My Homework.

Mr Woodhouse Marathon for
Children with Cancer and Cystic
Fibrosis
In May next year I will be taking part in the Edinburgh
Marathon to raise money and awareness for two charities
that are very close to my heart: Children With Cancer
UK and the Cystic Fibrosis Trust.

STEM News
Earlier in the year, a team of year 8 STEM pupils
were given the challenge of programing Microbit
cars. Working in teams they needed to follow given
instructions to program a three-wheeled car to follow a
path as accurately as possible.
Alice Murray from the EESW (Engineering Education
Scheme Wales) said the teams worked extremely
well together, and all displayed the qualities of true
problem solving engineers.
Also in September, another STEM team of year 7
engineers were given another engineering challenge of
designing and building solar powered cars. The race
to see which team built the most accurately designed
vehicle was extremely close. No doubt YBE has some
excellent engineers.

Every day more than 10 children and young
people are diagnosed with cancer in the UK.
The money raised for Children With Cancer UK
helps towards developing safer, kinder and more
effective cancer therapies for children with fewer toxic
side effects and improving the lives of children with
cancer.
Cystic fibrosis is a genetic condition affecting more than
10,400 people in the UK. You are born with CF and
cannot catch it later in life, but one in 25 of us carries
the faulty gene that causes it, usually without knowing.
Devastatingly my cousin, Henry, who is only 5 weeks
old, has recently been diagnosed with the condition.
We are unsure at this stage how the condition will affect
Henry but I am determined to raise money for the Cystic
Fibrosis Trust who are working towards a brighter future
for everyone with cystic fibrosis by funding cutting-edge
research, improving standards of care and supporting
people with the condition and their loved ones every step
of the way.
I would be very grateful if you could sponsor me for the
marathon and help me raise as much money as possible
for these very worthy causes.
www.tinyurl.com/Woodhouse18 (Children with Cancer
UK)
www.tinyurl.com/Woodhouse19 (Cystic Fibrosis)

A level Biology Students
Sixth form Biology students attended the North Wales
Genetics Conference at Wrexham Glyndwr University
on 20th November. The event happens every two years
and is a fantastic opportunity for Biology students to
learn about the history of genetics, including and beyond
the discovery of DNA. There were six speakers who
presented research on biological time clocks, rare diseases
and longevity. They learned about the application of
DNA profiling in identifying archaeological remains and
experienced an ethical lecture from a clinical geneticist
during which they had chance to express their opinions.
The students were informed about the range of career
opportunities available in this area of Science
and, as the first speaker alluded to, possibly
inspire them to be Nobel laureates of the future!

The findings of this part of the study were
presented at the BSRLM Conference in
Kings College London on Saturday 10th
November and again in the form of a
research poster at the BERA – Future of
Education Wales Conference on Wednesday
14th November.

Research in Education
Dr. McCormack-Colbert presented her doctoral research
findings at the International British Dyslexia Association
in Telford in April 2018. She has also presented her most
recent school based research findings in South Wales at
the WISERD conference in July 2018. Her work aims at
developing writing skills of learners with specific literacy
difficulties through the explicit teaching of grammar in
context and was published in a peer reviewed academic
research journal this year.
Ysgol Bryn Elian’s research projects were also discussed
at a BERA Symposium in Portsmouth University in
October 2018. As a school, we want to ensure we are
reflective practitioners and use our research projects to
improve our teaching approaches so that our learners can
reach their potential.
In September Miss Bishop (pictured above) had her first
article published by the British Society for Research
into Learning Mathematics, which discussed the theory
and science behind “The design of ‘Numeracy Mats’
as a visual aid and model of self-questioning to support
memory retention and self-regulation strategies.” The
mats were designed for use with Year 10 students who
continued to use them in Year 11 and in the lead up to
their Numeracy and Mathematics GCSE examinations
in November. They were stuck to every table in the
classroom so the pupils were exposed to them on a
daily basis. The purpose of the mats was to encourage
pupils to ask themselves questions in an examination; a
metacognitive strategy found to aid success in problem
solving. The aesthetics of the mats, such as colour and
font, were also considered to promote memory recall of
key methods and formulae.

The Numeracy Mats have received lots of positive
attention from Secondary as well as Primary colleagues
and also academics in education from a variety of
universities. However, most importantly the pupils for
whom they were designed have expressed how the mats
have been influential in their learning, as they believe
that they have helped them develop a strategy that they
can employ in a number of subjects and examinations.

One for the Future?
Sam Roberts 7I has been a credit to Maesdu Golf
Club and our Junior Section. His positive attitude,
motivational drive and enthusiasm to learn has seen
these attributes pay off as he’s achieved the following at
Maesdu this season:
1) Academy Easter Trophy 1st Place,
2) Junior Summer Eclectic 1st Place.
3) Academy October Medal, 1st Place.
We all at Maesdu look forward to see how Sam’s golf
progresses in the next few years and I’m sure he’ll
continue to build on his 2018 success.

Pioneer Schools

Thinking Outside the Box
During the October half-term, Miss Bishop
arranged a revision session for her Maths class
to ensure they had the best preparation for their
exams in November. The session took place in
Providero Coffee Shop in Llandudno Junction
and was attended by 95% of the class. Here is
what they thought:

Ysgol Bryn Elian is a Pioneer School for
Professional Learning and Digital Competence.
This means that we are pioneering different
strategies, resources and research which we share
with other schools locally and nationally.
As part of the Professional Learning Pioneering,
we are working towards ensuring that the school
will be ready to implement the National Mission,
a document which sets out the education reform
journey for Wales over the next few years.
The central element of the reforms is the Four
Purposes:

“I found it really helpful and it made me consider
things I hadn’t in my own revision. It was really
good because I had help all around me if I
needed it. I felt more confident afterwards and
staying out of the school environment made it
less pressured and I found it more comfortable.
Thanks you so much for all your help Miss!”
Katie Roberts

Ambitious, Capable
Learners
ready to learn
throughout their lives

“I found the revision session very helpful. Going
to the revision session meant I could revise with
other people in a different environment and
ask for help when needed. My confidence was
boosted and it made me feel more prepared for
my exams.” Lauren Thomas
“Going to Providero was very beneficial as it was
a new and relaxed environment to learn in. It was
a great idea and we would recommend learning
in new environments to everyone. Thank you to
Miss Bishop!” Ffion Morris and Erin Hughes

Ethical,
Informed Citizens

Enterprising,
Creative Contributors

ready to be citizens of
Wales and the world

ready to play a part in life
and work

Healthy, Confident
Individuals
ready to lead fulfilling
lives as valued members
of society

Everything a child is taught and every experience
they have, should relate to, enhance or enable one,
or more, of the Four Purposes. Part of this journey
is a change in curriculum, with the introduction of
Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLEs). The
six AoLES are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Expressive Arts
Health and Wellbeing
Humanities
Languages, Literacy and Communication
Maths and Numeracy
Science and Technology

Each AoLE consists of a group of subjects. For
example, the AoLE for Expressive Arts, in Ysgol
Bryn Elian, consists of: Drama, Music and Art.
The Languages, Literacy and Communication
AoLE consists of: English, Welsh and Modern
Foreign Languages. We are working on developing
links and pedagogy within each AoLE in Year 7
(currently) and Year 8 (ready for next year) in order
to ensure we are able to implement the best, most
impactful, curriculum over the next few years, in
line with Welsh Government recommendations.

School Garden

Mock Exams

The School garden/outdoor classroom continues to
become a great asset to the school. Trees were donated
this last half term from Tree Appeal to extend the
woodland area; this will encourage more wildlife and
expand the green area around the school. Trees have
also been donated by the Woodland Trust which the
Gardening Group, ably assisted by Year 12 students
working towards their WBQ , are starting to plant.

Years 11, 12 and 13 will be taking mock exams
when we return in January. The mock exams will
be interspersed with some external exams and start
on Wednesday 9th January and finish on Friday
18th January. Each pupil will be given a timetable
and letter to take home detailing when the exams
will take place and they will be informed by class
teachers what they need to revise.

Our pond now has a bridge which was built by Year
10 students as part of their WBQ volunteering. A
plaque has been placed on the bridge to show their
contribution. The bridge will be painted by the Year
Seven students who attend the Garden Club, when the
weather improves!

There will be a Mock Results Evening on 6th
February for you to come to school, with your child,
to collect their results from a member of the Senior
Leadership team or their Learning Manager. Here,
you will have the chance to discuss their results and
to consider ways forward and to action plan towards
the external exams in the summer.

We have planted all of the fruit and vegetable plants
that the pupils won as part of their Level Three RHS
award. We are planning to try and achieve Level Four
this next year.
The group are hoping to do a sponsored walk to raise
money to help with equipment for further projects and
seating, to make the garden more accessible for classes
to use as part of the curriculum.
The Science department have been able to use the
garden on several occasions to deliver their lessons.
The group are hoping to set up projects such as a
weather vane and rainwater collection area. The Art
department wish to use the pond for still life projects,
once we have finished the planting.
Any pupil wishing to join the group, after school on a
Wednesday 3pm-4pm, is more than welcome.

We would ask that you encourage your child to
create a revision timetable and to revise thoroughly
for the mocks as this will give them a true reflection
of what they need to focus on in the final few,
crucial, months.
The timetables will be uploaded to Show My
Homework as well as paper copies coming home
with your children.

Enterprise and Employability
Challenge
As part of their Enterprise and Employability
Challenge for the Skills Challenge Certificate,
Year 13 students pitched their business plans
to Chris Walker from Big Ideas Wales. He was
absolutely bowled over by the quality of the ideas
presented: from drive-in cinemas to planner apps,
festival pop-up shops to bubble tea bars, retro
bath bombs to Christmas decorations made from
recycled materials the concepts were endless! Our
Year 13 students were confident, engaging, and
knowledgeable, with many showing a real aptitude
for business. We have since been approached to
run a pilot with Big Ideas Wales, where a
selection of our students will be supported
in turning their business ideas into reality.
This is a fantastic achievement, and we
should all keep our eyes peeled for these new
businesses popping up in the next year or so!

Attendance at School is Crucial to
Success

Restoring Hope with Hope Restored
Bryn Elian is once again preparing to start a collection
for the registered charity Hope Restored (Charity
No:1161114), based at Lighthouse Community
Church on the West Shore in Llandudno.
Last year the staff and pupils collected a huge haul of
clothes, shoes, boots, blankets, toiletries, dried food
items and pet food to give to the charity to make sure
the homeless and needy in the community were well
looked after over the busiest and coldest time of year.
Brenda Fogg who started the charity after finding
herself homeless with two children in 2010 is ecstatic
and so very thankful that we are once again running
this collection for Hope Restored.
Please find it in your hearts to donate this year and
light up someone’s christmas!
Last day for collection is 18/12/18.

The Blues Programme
This term marks the start of the Blues Programme
in Ysgol Bryn Elian. The Blues programme, funded
by Royal Mail, is an internationally acclaimed
preventative course aimed at people aged 13-19
years-old who are suffering from, or who are at risk
of developing a mental health disorder. Working
specifically with our learners in Year 11, the aim is
to reduce early signs of depression or anxiety, and
promote prevention.
The six-week course involves weekly one-hour group
sessions at school with home practice assignments.
Weekly activity sessions build group rapport, cognitive
restructuring techniques, followed by a range of coping
strategies. Home practice assignments apply the skills
learnt to daily life. Courses are run by a trained Action
for Children ‘Blues’ specialist and have been ongoing
since the second week of term with some very positive
outcomes thus far.

Consistent absence from school can have a
significant impact on academic achievement.
Sometimes, parents and pupils don’t realise that
attendance has dropped and/or how much time
their child has missed. However, a persistently
absent child is defined as one who misses school
for at least 10% of the time. This, in percentage
terms, would mean a child has an attendance
of at least 90%, which sounds quite high and
nothing to worry about. However, in real terms,
this equates to 117 missed lessons. If attendance
drops to 85% a child will miss 173 lessons. It
is therefore clear to see how missing even 10%
of school can have a huge impact on academic
achievement as it is nearly impossible for children
to catch-up and keep-up if they are not in school.
We are more than aware that children become
ill and that some absences are unavoidable.
However, we would ask you to work with us to
ensure we have as many learners on site as often
as possible and to avoid the ‘odd day’ off here and
there, as they soon add up.
In addition, the images below indicate when a
child is late for registration. We would like you to
help instill the importance of punctuality.

Netball / Pel Rwyd
Young Carers
Young Carers are children and young people under
18 years old who provide regular and ongoing care
to a family member who is physically or mentally ill,
disabled or misuses substances.
The tasks and level of caring undertaken by young
carers can vary according to the nature of the illness or
disability, the level and frequency of need for care and
the structure of the family as a whole.
Ysgol Bryn Elian has an active Young Carers group
who meet every fortnight on a Wednesday lunchtime in
F4. The group uses this time to discuss issues, support
each other, catch up on school work
and meet other Young Carers.

School Council News
Ysgol Bryn Elian School Council is an important part
of the Student Voice within the school. The School
Council is democratically elected at the start of the
academic year. Each year group has two representatives
who sit on the School Council. School Council
members are able to bring ideas and issues to the
meeting, which are then discussed by the group. A wide
variety of ideas have been discussed at School Council
meetings over the last 12 months including: Litter,
Bullying, Sexting, All-Weather Pitch, School Meals and
the School Toilets.
The main aim for this year’s school council is raising
awareness/providing understanding and support of
Mental Health issues.
Future plans include: A non-uniform day
with the proceeds to go to a mental health
charity.

Cross Country
Congratulations to Megan Hughes,
Ella Howcroft Year 8 and Cai Williams
and James Smith Year 10 for running
exceptionally well in the Conwy Schools
Cross Country Championships at Rydal
School. They will be representing Conwy in
the Eryri Championships in January 2019.

Llongyfarchiadau i Tazmin Williams a Seraphina Jones
blwyddyn 9 am gael eu dewis i gynrychioli tim Pel
Rwyd Conwy. Llongyfarchiadau pellach i Seraphina
sydd nawr wedi cael ei dewis i gynrychioli tim Gogledd
Orllewin Cymru!
Congratulations to Tazmin Williams and Seraphina
Jones yr9 who were selected for the Conwy U14
squad. Further congratulations to Seraphina Jones
who has now also been selected for the North West
Wales Netball squad!
Llongyfarchiadau hefyd i’n tim o dan bumtheg sydd
wedi cystadlu yn nhwrnament blynyddol yr Urdd yng
Nhanolfan Brailsford ym Mangor. Melissa Peirson,
Sabrina Norris, Ellie Watson, Seraphina Jones,
Georgia Holmes, Faith Jones, Emma Tustin, Tazmin
Williams and Olivia Smith oedd y chwaraewyr.
Cafwyd perfformiadau campus trwy gydol y
twrnament a dim on colli allan o drwch blewyn o’r
gem cyn-derfynnol. Da iawn chi i gyd!
Also, Llongyfarchiadau to our U15s Netball squad
who competed at the annual Urdd competition at
Canolfan Brailsford in Bangor. The players involved
were: Melissa Pierson, Sabrina Norris, Ellie Watson,
Seraphina Jones, Georgia Holmes, Faith Jones, Emma
Tustin, Tazmin Williams and Olivia Smith. They
performed fantastically throughout the tournament,
narrowly missing out on making the semi-finals. Da
iawn chi i gyd!
Congratulations to our U18s Netball team who won
the Conwy round of the President’s Cup competition
last Wednesday. Rydal and Bryn Elian both drew
one and won 3 of their 4 matches, which meant the
winners were decided through goal difference. Bryn
Elian will now represent Conwy in the Eryri round
and compete for a place at the National finals.
Da iawn to all that were involved: Melissa Peirson,
Emma Hagerty, Bethan Bowdren, Katie Jones, Shauna
Bland, Harriet Bowers, Georgia Holmes, Morgan
Causer, Elin Galeotti and Holly Foster.

Eisteddfod Ysgol
In November, Year 7 and 8 took part in yet
another successful School Eisteddfod. It was a
privilege to see so many talented singers, dancers,
actors, bakers and artists taking part in this
Welsh language event, and the judges were very
impressed with the quality of the performances.
Congratulations to 7I and 8T for taking first
place and winning an afternoon in Studio 1 to
watch a film.
Ym mis Tachwedd, cynhaliwyd Eisteddfod
Ysgol blwyddyn 7 ac 8. Roedd yn fraint gweld
gymaint o gantorion, dawnswyr, actorion,
pobyddion ac artistiaid talentog yn cymryd rhan
mewn cystadlaethau cyfrwng Cymraeg. Roedd
y beirniaid wedi’u plesio’n arw gyda safon y
perfformiadau. Llongyfarchiadau i 7I ac 8T am
gipio’r Eisteddfod ac ennill prynhawn yn Stiwdio
1 i wylio ffilm.

Child Development
Pupils in the Year 10 GCSE Child Development
class have successfully taken part in the Infant Care
Simulation Doll in Practice programme, provided
by Conwy Borough Council.
The real-care doll is a baby simulator, which, like a
real baby, cries, needs to be fed, changed, rocked,
supported by the head and burped to calm down!
Pupils had the simulation dolls over a 24 hour
period including overnight where they needed to
care for all the baby’s needs. After this period of
time, pupils handed over the dolls for ‘scanning’.
The dolls have a built-in chip, which records how
well they were looked after.
Both before and after, pupils participate in a
six-week programme that has been specially
designed with a view to enhance the quality of
their reflections on practical, responsibility-related,
family and health dilemmas and choices. Caring
for the dolls will qualify pupils to make the basic
decision of whether and, if so, when they are ready
to have a baby.

Big Ideas Wales
Big Ideas Wales is here to inspire the next
generation of entrepreneurs in Wales and
encourage young people under 25 to develop
enterprise skills whatever the career choice.
Year 9, 10 and 12 have all had visits from Role
Models and Entrepreneurs from Big Ideas Wales.
The focus of the visits was to
motivate the Entrepreneurs
of the future! Year 9 learned
how to ‘think big’, aim for
the top, and how they may
achieve their dreams. Role
Models gave Year 9 their
personal stories of how they
became successful in

Year 10 were lucky enough to have presentations too, with
the focus being on the skill of Enterprise. This is to help
them with their National Skills Challenge GCSE course. The
groups looked at team skills, roles and responsibilities, again
with the back drop of how the Role Model achieved their
own personal success.
Year 12 worked in a group to come up with a brand new
innovative product which would potentially make our lives
easier. They pitched the idea and received feedback from
the Role Model on what their presentation was like – its
advantages and disadvantages.
All in all a very successful set of sessions provided by Careers
Wales, with the Big Ideas Team.

Cluster Work
As a cluster of one infants, five primary
and one secondary school, we planned
to work together to develop aspects of a
Skills Challenge Certificate that replicated
aspects of the KS4 Welsh Baccalaureate
SCC, to be addressed in different ways by
different year groups.
Overview of the Project

Ysgol Bryn Elian worked on the Individual Project
strand where:
Within the ‘Healthy Me’ project pupils evaluated
their own diets and understanding of nutrition.
They worked together to produce a balanced and
cost effective menu that takes calorific intake into
account. They undertook research and presented
their findings.

Some colleagues planned to work on a Community
Challenge strand and others on an Enterprise
strand. We planned to apply the spirit of the
Bacc to learning experiences that address the four
purposes, so for example the Enterprise Challenge
to consciously encourage enterprising, creative
pupils.

The project was a resounding success as it became clear that
all schools felt a sense of the relevance and appropriateness
of piloting a Bac-style approach, or delivering learning
experiences in the spirit of the Bac, as a way of exploring
how the details of one of the New Curriculum’s four
purposes could be applied to a Bac style delivery.

In order to cover a range of approaches, purposes
and areas, different years discussed looking at
differing ideas in order for discussion to be fruitful
about the range of possible ways forward.
Each school worked on an Enterprise activity
and/or an Individual Project. For example, Ysgol
T Gwynn Jones and Ysgol Llanddulas decided
to work together on the Enterprise strand where
pupils worked within mixed ability groups to plan,
create, and sell a product. They received a budget
of £10.

Work in the Learning Zone and The Base
There have been lots of exciting things going on in the
Learning Zone and The Base over the past few months. As
well as working hard and lots of learning, pupils, and staff,
have been helping to raise money for Happy Faces, a North
Wales charity who raise money and spend it on children who
are sick or disadvantaged.

Planning

Dr. Anna McCormack-Colbert ran a half-marathon and
Mariette Gaskell organised a sponsored silence. We were
able to present Happy Faces with a cheque for £210. A huge
thank you to everyone involved in raising money.

Pupils undertook market research, explored current
products online and wrote letters to teachers to ask
for donations, designed products and calculated
the cost and purchased items before making the
product.

Our pupils were able to attend an event organised by Happy
Faces for learners with learning differences across Conwy and
Denbighshire schools. All of the pupils, and the staff, had a
fantastic time; it was lovely to be able to see the kind of events
Happy Faces are able to fund due to everyone’s fundraising.

Creating

Pupils in the The Base also attended the Panto at Venue
Cymru. This year, the performance was Cinderella. All of the
pupils who attended thoroughly enjoyed the experience; Oh
yes they did!

After purchasing items needed to create their
products, pupils created their products which
included slime, sweet packets, photo frames, burger
cup-cakes, bracelets and more.
Selling
Pupils sold their products to parents and peers
during a craft fair. They made just over £100
profit. They decided to give the proceeds to charity.
Ysgol Cynfran worked on developing the
Enterprise strand where parents were invited to a
healthy Living Afternoon where pupils discussed
what they had been learning and taught them
about maintaining a healthy lifestyle. They planned
practical activities for parents to complete and
planned, created and made fruit kebabs to sell.
They identified and compared costs using online
sources, inputting data into spreadsheets.

After School Clubs Timetable 2018/19
Club

Day

Time

Place

Why?

Welsh bac Catch
up
Business y12
Football 7

Monday/
Thursday
Monday
Monday

2.45-3.45

G4

2.45 – 4pm
2.45 – 4pm

ICT3
Astro

Gymnastics
Netball 7 - 9

Monday
Monday

3-4pm
2.45 – 4pm

Gym
Sports Hall

Child Development Catch-Up
Years 10 / 11
Chinese Club
Performing Arts
‘Junior Choir’

Monday

Lunchtime and Textiles
after school on
Monday
2.45 – 4pm
G2
2.45pm-3.45pm Music Room
2

DT Club – product design
Business y11
Gardening Club

Wednesday

2.45 – 3.45

Workshop

Year 10-13 – opportunities to
catch up with any WBQ tasks.
Year 12 revision for Business
You must have trainers and
shin pads. Don’t miss out on
the chance to play against your
friends. Year 7
Year 7-10
Come along and have a go. It is
a great way to meet new friends
and have fun! Year 7-9
For Years 10 and 11 to catch up
with CAT and any classwork or
homework.
All are welcome
If you like to sing and want to
perform with others, then come
along. Year 7 & 8 pupils only
Help for those doing GCSE

Wednesday
Wednesday

2.45 – 4pm
2.45-3.45

ICT3
Sci 1

Child Development Catch-Up
Years 10 / 11
Football
Performing Arts
Club
Badminton

Wednesday

2.45-3.45

Textiles

Wednesday
Thursday

2.45-3.45
2.45 – 3.45

Outside
Studio 1

Thursday

2.45-3.45

Sports Hall

Hockey 7 - 11

Thursday

2.45 – 4pm

Astro

Geography Club

Thursday

2.45 – 3.30 pm

F5

Science GCSE
revision

By arrangement

2.45 – 3.45

Science

Tuesday
Wednesday

Year 11 revision for Business
Calling all gardeners, help with
the school garden.
For Years 10 and 11 to catch up
with CAT and any classwork or
homework.
Football practise for Year 8/9
Football practise for Year 8/9
This is a great opportunity to
learn new skills and play against
top opposition.
You must have trainers, gumshield and shin pads. Don’t miss
out on the chance to play against
your friends.
An opportunity to catch up with
Geography work, seek help and
revise for GCSE. (year 11)
Teachers available by mutual
arrangement during the week
for GCSE science subjects.

