Ysgol Bryn Elian
Parents’ Newsletter December 2021
Dear Parent/Guardian
Firstly, very many thanks for your continued support for Ysgol Bryn Elian and making our partnership
with you a rich and productive one for the benefit of all our learners. I hope over this festive season
you have a prosperous, happy Christmas, and New Year.

On behalf of the staff, Governors and learners of Ysgol Bryn Elian we hope you have a safe Christmas.
Exams January 2022
Date

Exam

Year group

Resit

10th January 2022

I-media

10 & 11

Year 11

11th January 2022

LIBF

11

11th January 2022

Digital Media

12

12th January 2022

LIBF

11

12th January 2022

Engineering

11

12th January 2022

Law

12

13th January 2022

LIBF

11

14th January 2022

LIBF

11

14th January 2022

Public Services

11

14th January 2022

Sport

12

17th January 2022

LIBF

11

18th January 2022

LIBF

11

19th January 2022

Law

13

20th January 2022

LIBF

11

21st January 2022

LIBF

11

25th January 2022

Computing

12

*LIBF – each set will only sit tests on two of the dates

Bad weather
Should the school need to close due to inclement weather conditions eg snow; a message will be
posted on the school’s website at the earliest opportunity as well as carried by Capital FM radio. If
appropriate, we will also send text messages out via the school’s system. It is a very last resort to
close the school due to such condition; however, we are always mindful of our learners’ safety.

Driving around school and parking
I would be grateful if parents could continue to be mindful of our neighbours and our children’s safety
when driving to and from, and parking at the school. We have received complaints regarding parking
too near to driveways, causing obstructions and poor visibility from driveways, and we are also
concerned at the speed of some drivers around this busy residential area. We would respectfully
remind all drivers to be attentive to the nature of the area and especially careful to drive at an
appropriately slow speed. An unofficial ‘one-way’ system operates at the beginning and end of the
school day to help manage traffic, which is to access the school via Smith Avenue and leave via
Windsor Drive. Your co-operation is very valued in this.

Attendance
We would be grateful if parents could be mindful of the impact of booking holidays in term time. We
understand that at times parents are unable to avoid a holiday impacting on a day or two of the term,
but would respectfully ask that such requests for absence are kept to a minimum. Each day’s absence
means five missed lessons and holidays in term time can have a significant impact on a child’s progress.
As a school we are open for 190 days per year, this leaves 175 days for holidays, rest and non-urgent
appointments.

Uniform
Details of acceptable school uniform for all year groups can be found on the school’s website. Learners
are not permitted to wear leggings/jeans and hoodies are not suitable wear for school. I would be
grateful for the cooperation of all in ensuring our learners look smart and wear their uniform correctly
and with pride.

We are excited to have joined the NACE (National Association for More Able Children in Education)
challenge development programme!

The NACE Challenge Development Programme is designed to support schools who are
uncompromising in their ambition to ensure more able learners achieve their potential, in the context
of challenge for all.

We are working towards NACE accreditation by constantly improving our provision for more able
learners and encouraging challenge in the classroom.

Professional enquiry @ YBE
National Professional Enquiry Programme and the Bryn Elian Triads.

National Professional Enquiry Programme (year 2)
The National Professional Enquiry Project (NPEP) is a central part of Wales’ new approach to
Professional Learning that will help practitioners fully develop and realise the new curriculum.

The Project is a partnership between Welsh Government, Regional Consortia, Cardiff Metropolitan
University, the University of Wales Trinity St David (UWTSD), Bangor University and a national network
of Lead Enquiry Schools (formerly Professional Learning Pioneer schools).

Lead school: Ysgol Bryn Elian
Partner schools: Ysgol Swn Y Don, Ysgol Hen Golwyn and Ysgol Llanddulas.

Lead school project
Title: Differentiating by offering choices

NPEP research question: Does allowing year 7 learners to choose their success criteria encourage
learners of all ability to be engaged and ambitious?

The enquiry work reflects the new context within the Welsh education system and some of the main
areas of the Continuity of Learning (CoL) Plan developed by the Welsh Government,
namely: inclusion, pedagogy, learning and the Curriculum for Wales 2022.

Partner school projects
Ysgol Hen Golwyn: Does using Reading Eggs reading scheme translate into better learner engagement
(home and school)?
Ysgol Llanddulas: How can creative learning approaches improve learners’ engagement?
Ysgol Swn Y Don: Improving learner wellbeing

Bryn Elian triads
Collaborative professional enquiry
Professional enquiry is based on action, evaluation and critical analysis of practices based on collected
data in order to introduce improvements in relevant practices. This type of research is facilitated by
participation and collaboration of a number of individuals with a common purpose.

What does it involve?


Staff are to work in groups of 3 to collaborate on developing their knowledge and
understanding of an area or idea.



In their groups of 3, they are to decide on an enquiry project to trial an
approach/strategy/intervention.



All projects need to have measurable impact on practice, learner progress and/or learner
outcomes.

This is an outline of the enquiry questions and their themes in which they are collaborating on:
Enquiry Question

Department

Theme

Do exit tickets enable assessment to be indistinguishable from learning
in Maths within Year 8 classes across this academic year?
What impact does differentiated learner-led homework have on quality
of work with year 7 learners over 6 months?
Does the setting of differentiated, project-based homework have an
impact on engagement?
What impact does varying degrees of expectation have on learner
understanding for KS3 learners?
What is the most effective method for feedback within a practical setting
with Year 9 learners?
Does modelling extended writing questions improve learner
attainment?
Can the effectiveness of form time be improved through intervention by
sharing relevant data with FT?
Will the implementation of KIVA improve the reporting process of
bullying across the school?
What impact does re-designing the Year 9 MTP for the Careers Options
Module have on Year 9 learners?
Can the use of effective retrieval methods improve retention of Key
Stage 5 learners?
What impact do management strategies have on an interdisciplinary
department over two terms?
What impact does the delivery of secondary school specialist subjects to
Year 6 learners have on skills and knowledge?
What impact does giving ISB learners the opportunity to attend some
Maths mainstream lessons have on their self-esteem?
How does First Aid and Surf Life Saver qualifications impact on learner
self-esteem, confidence and wellbeing?

MATH

Assessment

HUM WEL

Differentiation

ENG

Differentiation

DT ICT

Differentiation

EA PE WEL

Feedback

SCI WEL

Literacy

MFL PE

Pastoral

MATH PE

Pastoral

HUM SCI

Pedagogy

HUM

Retrieval

DT
HUM Staff
WEL
Management
CA MFL
Transition
MATH PAST

Wellbeing

DT PE SCI

Wellbeing

Music & Performing Arts
On Thursday 2nd December 2021 approximately 50 learners took part in the school’s annual Christmas
concert this year named ‘The Mistle Show’ by Year 11 BTEC Music Learners who arranged the whole
event. It was a very Christmassy show with music from Chuck Berry and Mariah Carey along with
traditional items such as ‘We Three Kings’ and ‘Silent Night’. The audience clapped and sang along to
all the well-known Christmas hits and the concert ended with a rousing performance of Slade’s ‘Merry
Christmas’ which was sung by the Performing Arts Club.

Design & Technology
Huge congratulations to Erin Meek and Imogen Jones, Year 13. They both entered into the EESW STEM
challenge, where they were required to design a solution to a real-life problem, relating to a
manufacturing business. KnitMesh Technologies of Holywell approached the school looking for
students wanting to further their studies, by taking on a real-life project.

The company, and the EESW were so impressed they awarded both girls the prestigious Gold Crest
Award, on top of that, they won the award for ‘Most Effective Presentation of a Chosen Solution’. If
that wasn’t enough, the school received a cheque for five hundred pounds, with fifty pounds going to
both Erin and Imogen. Huge congratulations to both girls; you are a credit to the school.

Non-Uniform Fundraising Day
On Friday 19th November 2021, Ysgol Bryn Elian held its first non-uniform day of the year. Learners
were requested to contribute £1 towards the day, to raise money for Children in Need and purchasing
Eco-friendly Litter Bins. The total raised was over £700. This is a fantastic achievement by our learners,
so many congratulations to all who participated.

Children in Need work closely with a whole range of organisations so they can understand where the
need is greatest, ensuring the money raised goes to supporting the young people that need us most.

Children in Need fund over 2,500 local charities and projects which directly support children and young
people in communities right across the UK.

Please recycle your Christmas packaging
Year 9 Geographers are reminding everyone that Christmas doesn’t have to cost the earth this
year. Small changes, such as reusing wrapping paper, making tasty dishes out of Christmas dinner
leftovers and buying presents from vintage stores not only help reduce the amount we buy but also
helps families save money too. With the average cost of Christmas being over £500 per household
and generating over 2 million tonnes of extra greenhouse gases a year, it pays to turn down the
thermostat, put on a Christmas jumper and walk to see friends and family instead of driving so we can
also enjoy happy and healthy holidays in the future.

Visit to Hickories
Some of our learners visited Hickories in Rhos-on-Sea and, as part of the school being involved in the
community, the learners made baubles at school to be included in the restaurant’s Christmas
decorations. They all had a milkshake making master class and received certificates. The baubles
looked amazing on their tree and I know the staff were very impressed! See below some examples of
their decorations.

School trip to the Pantomime
On Monday the learners were able to attend
their traditional trip to Venue Cymru to watch
the pantomime Aladdin. It had been eagerly
awaited having been cancelled last year due to
COVID restrictions. They had an excellent view
from their seats close to the stage and were
fully engaged in the comedy and antics of the
performance. The day was completed with
lunch at MacDonald in Llandudno Junction. As
always their behaviour was exemplary. Next
year’s performance has already been booked
for December!

Make a difference day
We would like to thank you all for the amazing
support, with our community coming together
to raise an incredible £7,000 to make a
difference within our local area-impacting on
our children. Our School Council voted that
they would like to see more benches around
the school site. As a result, Plasteco in
Bodelwyddan has provided us with three lovely
benches.
Business2Schools visit
The CEO of Business 2 Schools, Lindsey
Parslow, came to visit North Wales. She was
delighted with the improvements that we have
made to the school’s environment. Lindsey
was very complimentary of our learners.
Harvey Dykes (Head boy) and Lauren O’Brien
(Head girl) handed over a cheque for £1,000 to
continue their amazing work at rehoming
technology and furniture to schools.

A message from our Head boy, Harvey Dykes, and our Head Girl, Lauren O’Brien

On behalf of the School Council, we wish you
all a very Happy Christmas.

GCSE Geography Fieldwork
The Humanities Department have recently completed the fieldwork element of the GCSE Geography
course. The fieldwork element is worth 20% of a candidate’s final grade and is completed as a NEA
(Non-Examined Assessment). Learners compile a portfolio of work e.g. results, analysis and
conclusions, which is then used to answer exam questions, set by the WJEC.

The fieldwork day was based on examining how Colwyn Bay had changed over time. We were very
lucky with the weather, managed to collect all our data efficiently, improved our team-building skills,
learnt how to conduct environmental surveys and clone town surveys. During the day we were also
able to enjoy the culinary delights of the cafés in Colwyn Bay! Well done Year 11 Geography learners!

Advanced Level Geography Fieldwork
Advanced Level Geography Learners recently visited Colwyn Bay Beach, North Shore, West Shore and
Conwy Morfa to complete their primary data collection for their NEA (Non-Examined Assessment).
The NEA accounts for a significant proportion of a learner’s A2 final grade. Learners learnt a variety of
skills including constructing beach transects, species identification and using quadrats and stone
sampling. The weather was very much against us, with a combination of light winds and rainfall,
however the learners persevered and managed to collect full sets of data. Many learners thought the
highlight of the day was the warmth and shelter of the local McDonalds on the way home!

Y8 Female Cyber Security Competition
We had seven girls take part in the competition separated into two teams. All girls involved competed
incredibly well considering the expertise required to complete some of the challenges. After eight
days of computing challenges which included topics like Cryptography, Logic, Coding and Cyber
Security, one team has made it through to the final which will be held in Cardiff in February! The
learners are: Megan Don, Ruby Beamson, Eva Harvey, and Ella Rowland. Da iawn!!

Eco Club
The Year 7 Eco Club have been meeting every Friday lunch time, looking to improve the sustainability
of Ysgol Bryn Elian. Learners participated in Switch Off Fortnight by encouraging all classroom teachers
to think about their electrical usage more carefully. We have been litter picking around the F block
footpath which has made a significant difference to the attractiveness of the area. Posters and
postcards have also been made to draw attention to the bins located around the school for learners
to dispose of their rubbish. The group have been busy completing a wall display to showcase the
brilliant work they have completed this term and will be continuing in the New Year.

Year 7 Drop-in Centre
The Year 7 Drop-In centre was set up last
September and has become more and more
popular as the weeks have passed. The Drop-In
was set up to help others, especially with their
mental health and well-being. The idea was to
reach out to anyone who needed support,
even if it wasn’t talking about what may have
upset them. They could walk in, have a chat, or
simply play games such as chess, cards etc.

The sessions are run each lunchtime and are open to any Year 7 learners. On a Tuesday and Thursday,
there are specially trained Year 9 Well-being Ambassadors on hand to speak to learners or sit and relax
and play games such as chess with the learners. The Wellbeing Ambassadors are Eleri Gizzie 90,
Harriet Glover 9I, Maddison Owen 9I and Grace Tideswell 9I.

Other activities run by the Ambassadors include board games, stress balls, reading, well-being
colouring, listening to music, use of wellbeing apps and the Worry Wall. In the run-up to Christmas,
the Drop-In is running a competition to design a logo based around mental health.

The Year 7 learners have had this to say:
D: At first, I was really scared as to what high school would be like, but the Drop-In has really helped
me to settle in.
M: It is good to have somewhere that I can go and talk to people if I am not feeling my best.
S: I like talking to the Year 9 girls and explaining my problems. They are very understanding and help
me with what I am worried about.
J: I don’t like big spaces with lots of people, so the Drop-In is good for me to feel safe.

The school is also running similar Drop-Ins for Years 8 and 9. Training is also taking place for Sixth Form
learners and the hope is then to also have Drop-Ins for Year 10 and 11.

Upcoming dates for your diary:
Wednesday 22nd December 2021

Last day of term

Thursday 6th January 2022

New term starts – no learners in school

Friday 7th January 2022

No learners in school

Monday 10th January 2022

All learners back to school

Thursday 20th January 2022

Sixth Form Open Evening

Tuesday 25th January 2022

Year 12 & 13 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 1st February 2022

Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 15th February 2022

Year 9 Options Evening

Friday 18th February 2022

School closes for half term break

Monday 28th February 2022

New term begins

Thursday 17th March 2022

Year 10 Parents’ Evening

Friday 8th April 2022

School closes for Easter Break

Monday 25th April 2022

New term begins

To help ensure that you have access to the latest information about school, we encourage
parents/carers to follow us on Facebook/Twitter. We encourage all parents/carers to download our
SIMS ParentApp where you can access a lot of data regarding your child/children and also view their
attendance, behaviour, school reports, etc. We have also issued a parental questionnaire and ask that
you go online to complete it.

Many thanks for your continued support.

Mr Dave Humphreys
Headteacher/Pennaeth

